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1. Who are admitted on trial?

Claudius H. Pritchard, Daniel D. Cox, Samuel M. Greene,
Nathan Byrd, Stafford P. Tayler, William H. Fleming, John
A. Porter, Dennis J. Simmons, Thomas Hutchings, Solomon
W. Daves, and Albert M. Shipp—I1.

2. Who remain on trial?

Michael Robbins, John R. Locke, Allen Huckabee, Wil-
liamson Smith, Sheirod W. Kennerly, E. L. King, and Lewis
Little—7.

3. Who are received into full connexion ?

L. O'Neale, Zephaniah W. Barnes, Abel M. Chrietzberg,
Jacob Nipper, Wesley L. Pegues, Martin Eady, Alfred Rich-
ardson, and Wm. A. McSwain—S8.

4. Who are the Deacons?

Joseph P. Kerton, Jehu G. Postell, Wm. P. Mouzon, John
M. Deas, John H. Zimmennan, Wm. E. Collier, Simpson
Jones, Hugh E. Ogburn, Benjamin Hamilton, Martin P.
Myers, and James H. Chandler, who were ordained last year;
and Lukec O'Neale, Zephaninh W. Barnes, Abel M. Chrietz-
berg, Jacob Nipper, Wesley L. Pegues, Martin Eady, Alfred
Richardson, and Wm. A. McSwain, who were ordained this
year—19.

5. Who have been elected and ordained Elders?

P. A. M. Williams, A. J. Green, Wm. C. Kirkland, Corne-
lius McLeod, Lewis Scarbrough, George R. Talley, Wm. M.
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Kerr, Wmn. C. Clarke, John McMackin, Colin Murchison, and
Abel Hoyle—11.

6. Who have localed this year?

Charles Betts, Juues €. Postell, John 'W. McColl, Allen
Hamby, Martin . Myers, and Win, Holhday—a8.

7. Who are ihe Supernumerary Preachers?
C. A. Crowell.

8. Who arethe Superannuated or worn-out Preachers?

Joseph Moore, Jaines Jenkins, James Dannelly, Kenneth
Murchison,* Win. M. D. Moore, M. C. Trurrentine, Wm. Mar-
tin,* J. M. Deus® Mark Russel, J. W. Townsend, B. Thoma-
son, and J. G Postell—12,

Nore~Thoxe marked thius (7) are without «aim on the Conference Funds.
9. Who have been expelled ?
None,

10. Who have withdrawn ?
None.

L. Were all the Preachers characters examined?

This was strictly attended to, by calling over their names
before tlie Conference.

12. Who have died this year?

WILLIAM Mc¢GEE KENNEDY—Who, though of the second race
of Mcthodist Preachers in the Southern States, in respect of time, yet
for his purity and weight of character, ardent and well sustained zeal,
abundant and lony continned labors, deserves to be classed with the Fa.
thers ol Southern Methodism.  The first race of Preachers were yetin
their strength when he began his ministry ; and having imnbibed their
spirit, he followed in their footsteps with unfaltering constancy to the
close of life. A 1mun of one book and one work, whose motto was,
“all for Christ and the souls of men " an evangelist whose whole life
was fashioned after the guspel-which he preached; a pastor of exempla-
ry patience, tenderuess and fidelity 5 a Methodist minister always weighty
in conference, fervent in worship, and holding a first rank among his
brethren for wisdom and the unction of the Holy One.

He was born January 13, 1783~born again July, 1803 —admitted into
the itineraney, in the South-Carolina Conference, December, 1805—and
travelled the Broad River Circuit, Ga., during the year 1806; Enoree,
S. C., 1807, Santee, 1808 ; was stationed in the City of Charleston 1809
and 1810 ; Presiding Elder of Charleston District (then called Edisto)
1811, 1812, 1813 ; and of Pee Dee District, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1817 ; sta-
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i in Camdc, S, C., 1818, Wilmington, N. €., 1519, Chnrlycslon_, S.
%(.).nigég,?SQl; Presiding Eldcr of Pee Doe Distriet, 1522, ‘18:.33, 1824,
1825; stationed in Augusta, Ga., 1826, 1527, (Julnmhju, S.’(/., 18'28,
1829 ; Presiding Elder of Columbin Disirie, _IHIH)_' llH.H,, ’18.1;2, 183"3;
stattoned in Churlesion, 1531, 1835; Colunbia, 1736, 1837, agent for
Cokesbury School 1838, 1839, He dicd Fobruury (220, 1540,

Possessing a robust constitution, our hrother Wi efletive (.hm‘ng all
this time ; and mntil 1839, was one of the mont efliciem u‘f clivetive las
borers.  Indeed, though others bave Libored forw lonser tine, ‘.We'do.ubt
if there has been another in the Southiern Conferenee, who, for his life-
time, has dowe as mnceh service s Lirother Kennedy. Doring the year
1839, however, his iron consttating obdenly wave way, and he was
threatened with paoralysis. Sl b maininned s epints, his zeal, his
joy in the Holy Ghost; sand traveiied :u‘u’, preached perhaps more than
he was able, It was the yeur o the Cenn nn",’ of .\]r"lltr'll:w{ll, :lln_(] he
feltits inspiving inflacnee, and cxetod bmseil to promote s ohjects,
Tt was his last. At the Conferenee, e reluctauily yicbded to the opinion
of hLis brethren that e vuuhi not to Ldie an apporatment, wind was supers
annuated.  But thowgh bis spivt Gonted uoi, Lework vescdone s and on
a journey shortly aficr Conle renee, aind wlien bt health was nat llmu,rirht
worse than usual, he was takew, in o monent, to s restin llv:uvnn‘. ‘,Ic
was at the house of a valued fricnd, (Dro Moo, of Newherry, 8. C.,)
where he passed the night in company with anesteened brmlu‘.n‘-‘m the
ministry, rose at his usual carly Lowr in tieoring, and alter his devo.
tions, walked into the yurd, when e fell] probubly by a stroke of apo-
plexy, and instantly expired.

CHRISTIAN G. HILL—The subjoct of this l,ri‘rl' memoir, was horn
in Charleston, S. C., April 10, 1791, and carly o I was I:_ruu_zr,ht ‘lo !hc
knowledge of salvation iy the vemission of cins through fajth m’(rhrlst,
and united himself to the Methodist L Clirel, o ‘lh'l’t'mhvr, 1511, !le
was admitted into the travellivg conncetion, b which he f;‘xl.mr(:ll with
usefulness and acceptabiliy fur many years, Hu Leadth fuiling, he re-
ceived a superannuated relation, and far several yenr: ded Imml_g:f"uduull{,
being a man of much discase, and occasionatly of weviro ,‘“H”l'l.lllg.v n
his last illness, which was long aued parniul, '”.” coal ‘rl'pﬂ.“t'll, in much
meckness and patience, upon the atoning saervifice of Ghrist, ““‘l‘ih“ pre-
cious promises of the Gospel.  On one accusion fie vemnarked, ) think
my work is done: in other afllictions luve dremined ol ;)x-rszn(:l}xxxgdarlld
being at meetings in God’s servies 5 but in this sickness, my mind }ch]s
not dwell at a1l upon the subject, even hl(:l‘[)‘. I my \y«ﬁk i3 fints red,
the will of the Lord bedone ! At another time lie naid, " ‘(;m} mani.
fested in the flesh’-¢ Christ crueificd,” is my ouly l[;yrnun(l of conhdenpe.
Here is something which scems tangible to my full!l,'und upon which
my soul can rest.”  He died of dropsy, in the City of Charleston, 11th of
August, 1841, in the 50th year of his nge.
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; ) 15. What has becn collected on the foregoing accounts, and
13. What numbers are in Society? how hasithe  pplied? \ |
7 Tl The amount received is $1621 40, which has been appro-
HEB ElSl g priated as follows: "
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N:)rth Santee “ ﬁi A Satnpit ’ “ 163 % A.McPherson,.... 76 30 A. W. Walker, Sehools ?
Cuoper River B 120 700 — =l g y , ROOLS !
vol ¢ Y e 7l 2 5158|7895 : 16. What reports have we from our Sunday Schools
10] slui3ugtlio7a _ - T
Lo Lincolnton District. = g '}: 2 o |5 4l E —2’8 =]
Cokesbury District. Lincoluton, R (Y 752 207 23 |22 25 lwEl2aleigins|85
Cokesbury, 4) 3| 2 8211 64miDeep River, - 1 6] 602 127 CIRCUITS 5% 13w =18 |°ElnsigaglnEl82
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Pendleton, 1] 31 1683 70l Wadesbord®, 3150 61 700) 142 A ."“2 2u-gy . éﬁ Sol™ET |52
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nion P 081 6001 Charlotte Circuit 2 k
Laurens, - 1 1 2l sm0) s lRuberford, - 1 4] 738 146 : Charleston, - - | $544 00 $SO 00 4155 5351) 483 1500 P
Newberry, - I 1 671 9slKiug’s Monntain, I 2 849 13 Black Swamp, - - Q95 57 7]1271}1 5 K 4 9
Aiken, - O Y O 165 Morgzanton, O I LTI - : Walterboro' v 64 18 22 00 19 | 42 | 233; 440] 2000 12 @
Nuluda Mission, - - 21 67} Rpartanburz, Sl o4t 211 ’ ater L R 15 7 91 41 18] 62 :
—|= ——Rockfish Mission, I 131 122 : Barnwell, - 54 36 31131 67
1312011861641 8720 —i— - Orangeburg, - - = 21 12 500
13)16] 23' 7306 1922 Cypress, - = ° 45 45 1
Columbia District. . Cooper River, - - 5 00
Columbia, - 21180 560 . . - Beaufort Mission, - 45'_7 00
Columthncuu, 2| 3| 53l wwll Recapitulation. o 81 141 2047110752 Pocotaligo -1 255 00
Winnshory’ . 3| 1, 2] 870 7asliCharleston District, - {1 ‘ 5 I “ 5 00
Lancasicr, - 3 117 aillCokesbury & - lispof 18 6164] 3720 5 Comb'e & Ash?pOO « 335 00
Cainden, 2 10 1) 98 3250 (Coluinbin w2l 71 4] 43700 6192 v Pon Pon - “ 25 00
santee, 3 2l 4l 030l 0ol Wiknington — « . 17120] 231 5153] 7895 3 South Santee -
])urlingl()n,l 11 ; 55| 457 Lincoluton : “ 116 25 73?3 1922 i North Santee - " 45 00
Chesterficls .- 3} 497] atiLocal Preachers . ! K River -
Upper Sante chwou, 325 ' — =] - ) ggﬁzg{)ury - . 283 50 538234 313 ;500) 5 1
Broad River G Total, - - 5)71]107):27 18830481 : Edeefield, ’ R . 60 50] 41 50 8 34 } 200] 22 00U
Watcree “ 18] 600{|Number Last e car, 27338125031 : genel . 18 00 31926 207 30
Rocky Mount €] 317 —— o i Pendlet}m. - ) 95 00| 7| 47 | 242| 525
; —7 )—1 4—;——) ——— Increase, 50 2450 GI"E(i‘nV]l}le, - - 9 621 41 o8l 2 9 561 231
2 2443701 6102 Deere "hn ! f Yorkvi e, - - 191 5000 6
i . Union, - - - 392 8|40
14. What amount is necessary lo make up the allowances of l,nurﬁns, = 7| g9 4117 117) 502
" the Superannuated Preachers, and the Widows and Orphans , NA?IXS: ”e”y LTy 3340 9 12 50 3
N N : N .. D
of Preachers; and to supply the deficicncies of those Preachers i Seluda Mission, -] 80 72‘ 1 R
: e ) : ) 1r circuals ? p y 55001 18 | 64:
, awhose claims have not been met tn their circuils ? : Coreiod forward, | 1000 00|234 o8| 65 1355 |2293]3266i 1

The amount required to meet these claims is $3841 32.
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Columbia, - . 171 93 1157 104 200
%olnmbia Circuit, - 500
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Waterce “ 258 H0
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Uronswick, - - 19 00| 500 2} 10] 74 10| 1500 5] 30
Bladen, - . 11 00
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Pee Dee, - - 43 00
Black River, - - 26 00110 00] 151 69| 327 3000
ggorgalu\\'n, - - 33 00 1] 7 45 300
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Wacecamaw Neck © | 570 00
Sampit e300 0
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Deep River, - - 2500 6] 12
Montgomery, - - 370 1 10] 50
Wadesboro’, - - 3 00 1 81 65
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17. Where are the Preachers stationed? [/ 5’}[_]

CuartesteN Districr—H. Basy, P E. Charleston—
B. English, James Sewell. James Stacy, Wm. M. Wightman,
Editor of the Southern Christian Advocate, T. Huchings,
Charleston Missionary. Black Swamp—2R.J. Boyd, M. Eady.
Walterbord —T. Huggins, one to be supplied. Barnwell—R.
J. Limehouse. Orangeburg—A. McCorquodale,A. M. Chrietz-

berg. Cypress—H. H. Durant, 8. . Taylor. Cooper River—
A W. Walker.  Beanfort Mission—"Thomas E. Leadbetter,
Wesley L. Pegues.  Pocotaligo Mission—A. J. Green. Com-
bahee and Ashepoo Mission—1J. R. Cobum, W. T Flemming.
Pon Pon Mission—Charles Wilsor..  South Nantee Mission— §
H. E. Ocburn.  Neorth Saniee Mission—J. . Locke.  Cooper
River Mission—A. Nettles. W, Capers, Missiopary Secretary.

Coxesprry Disrricr—N. Tatley DX Coleshury—1J.
H. Wheeler, A M. Shipp. Zdeeficld—S W, Wennerle, John g
Tarrant,  Pendleton—W iliamson Suiith, Grecprille—W. P.
Mouzon. G reeanrslly Cirenii—1) Thllianl, S0 M. Goeene.
Union—D. G4, Dowwan., 3. R Pickett. Lowreps—8. Dune
woody. Newbherry—eoree W Moore, 1S Daniel. Aiken—
W. E. Collier.  Salwde—Jobn UL Zimmernaon,

Coruwsia Disrrrer—H. Spain, 0B Colvwhio—W.
Smith,  Columbic Crenil—"W. C. Purterson Wonnshord —
D. G. McDaniel, 7 W, Burnes. fcaster— W T Harrl-
son. Coamden—W. C. Wirkland.  Daslincion—to be sup-
plied.  Darlington Cirruil—L. ' Neale, BT Rine, Sape
fee—J. W. Wellhorn, WS, Halton. Brood Rirer JIL\‘.»‘M,I——- ;
Joseph Holmes.  Woleree Mission—W. J Jackson, Jacob
Nipper.  Pee Dee Missiop—3W. M. Ixerr.

Wirninarox Disrrior—IL A Co Walker, P T TVl
mington—W. A, Gomewell. Brunsieicl—0D W, Seal, ¢ HL
Pritchard. Wucramaw—-S. Jones, 1 1 Snnmons. Blad:i—
7. M. Bradley, John A. Porter. Black River—L Searhrough,
D. D. Cox. Georgelorn—S, Leard, Fayetterille—C. 8.
Walker, Pre Deo—\V. A MeSwaoin. Block River and Pee
Dee Mission—NL. Robhing,  Sampit Mission—P. A M. Wil-
liams. Waceamaw Neck Mission—73. A Minnick, J. L. Belin.
Cape Fear Missiop—J. H. Chandler. - 77
_ Cueraw Drstricr—David Dearick, P. T Cheraw—A.
M. Forster.  Rockingham—A. Vovle.  Chesferfield—George
R. Talley. Wadesbord —3. 1. Potter, 8. W. Daves. Cenlre—
8. D. Laney, A. Richardson. Montwamery—C. Smith, N,
Byrd. Deep Rirer—W. €. Clarke, L. Little.  Roclfish—J.
P. Kirton.  Wazawr—John Walts.

LincoLnton Districr—W. Crook, P. E. - Charlotie—
C. Murchison. Charlotte Cirenit—DBenjarnin Hamilion,  Lin-
colnton—J. B. Anthony. Yurk—S. Townsend. Sparian-
burg—S. W. Capers. Rutherfordion—»A. B. McGilvray, C.
A. Crowell, (Sup.) King's Mountain—A. Huckabee. Mor-
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ﬁn(llon——-M. A. McKibbin, J. McMackin. Lenoir—C. Me-
od.

S. Ar‘mstrong, transferred to Alabama Conference.

W. C. Ferrell, left without an appointment.

18. Where and when shall our next Confercnce be held ?
At Charlotte, N. C,, January 206th, 1842.

FAST DAYS.
; The Zth of May and the 3d of September, are se! apart as
ays of fasting, hwailiation and prayer, throughout the
hounds of this Conference. PRI ¢

THE COURSE OF STUDY, &c.

_“For tur First Yrar.—The Holy Bible and the Book
of Discipline. In consuliing the Bible, the candidate must
consult Watson's Biblieal and Theological Dictionary, so as
to be able to give w good account of the history of thie Bible
aud its versions, of peenliar Biblical terms, and also of Bibli-
cal Biography, Chronology and Geogmyﬂiy——the last named
to be stindied with spectal and constant refcrence to the maps
m Watson’s Dictionary.  As far as opportunity may serve
the mareinal translations and references must alsobe examine(i
and corparcd ;. and Coke's, Benson’s or Clarke's Commenta-

ry be consulted when practicahle, especially on difficult pas-
sages; and Wesley’s Notes throughout.  Dr. A. Clarke’s
Clavis Biblica may aid both the student and the examiner.

_“For rux Srconp Yrar—The Holy Bible and the Dis-
cipline, as before; Wesley’s Sermons, especially those of a
doctrinal character; Fleteher's Portrait of St. Paul; Por-
teus’ Evidences of Christianity; and Watson's Apology for the
Bible, (the editions from our own press;) and any cmq)proved
English Grammar.

~“For tue Turep Year—The Holy Bible and the Dis-
cipline, as before ; and Watson’s Theological Institutes, to be
first read through, and closely studied a second time, th1"0ugh-
out, 50 as to he prepared to pass a satisfactory examnination on
the Evidences, the Doctrines, the Morals, and the Institutions
of Christianity, '

“For rur FourTu YEAR.—A summary review of the

preceding studics, with the Defence of our Fathers, and the
Original Organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church;

Il

*Watson's Biblical and Theological Dictionary, under the ap-
propriate heads, for a condensed view of ecclesiastical histo-
ry, and of the various Christian denominations ; together with
the constitutions and latest reports of the Bible, Missionary,
Sunday School and Tract Societies ; and any work from our
own press on the best mode of forming and conducting Sun-
day Schools and Bible Classes.

The Comumittee for examination of candidates for admission
iuto full connection in this Conference, shall always be ap-
pointed at the Conference preceding the examination, and
shall meet at the place of the next session, at 9 o’clock, A

M., two days previous to the session, of which due notice

shall be given to the candidate, whose duty it sholl be to at-
tend accordingly.

No candidate neclecting (o attend as aforesald, without ;
good and sufficient reason in the judgment of the Conference, i+

shall be admitted into full connection at that SesS10I.

The Comrittee shall consist of a nunber not less than the

numher of Districts within the Conference; and not less than
one-third thercof shall be such as have not served on the same
Committec for the year preceding.

The work of examination shall be subdivided among the i

members of the Connmittee at the Conference preceding; and
it shall he the duty of each member to attend and take part
accordingly ; hut incase any onc be unavoidably prevented, he
shall give the earliest notice in his power to the Chairman of
the Commiftee, who shall therefore cither appoint a substi-
tute to perform that part of the exawmination, or perform it

himself. .
The Committees of Examinaiion for each year, and ihe

work of subdivision, as provided for in the fourth resolutien

above, shall be published annually n connection with the
Minutes.

CONFERENCE INSTITUTIONS.

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE SOUTH-CAROLINA CON-
FERENCE, AUXILIARY TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
THE M. E. CHURCIL
Officers and Managers—Dr. W. Capers, President; 8.

Dunwoody, 1st Vice President; N Talley, 2d Vice President;
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W. M. Wishtman, Secretary; Joseph Hobmes, T'r *
.| chtman, stary; Jose s, T'req : H.
Spain, B. English, H. Buss, W. zrmk. ;m’ Mojjzre{"’.};
Jackson, W. Martin, H. A.'C. Walker, and J. H, Wheeler

Managers.

The following is the
REPORT
Of the Board of Managers of the Missionmry Society of the
South-Caroling, Couference. '
The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of the

?;uth-Cumhnn. Conference, respeetfully present their Annual

eport.

T'he Providence of Godand the position of the South-Caro-
lina Couference, linve planted the Missionary Society, whose
amniversary we celebrate this evening, on the centre of deepl
mteresting cirenmstances, und spresd omt before ng a wIi)d}é
field of solemnand affecting responsibilities,  While in com-
mon with every other hranch of the Cimireh of Christ, we
hail with exulration, the progress in furcign and heathen na-
tions, of the Gospel of the grace of Ged, careying in its train
life and lielt, civilization and impmyeménb—-ﬁhcnhope c;f hea-
ven and the weal of eartl; our vocation, by exninence, is the
religlons haprovement of the colored popnlation of the low
countries of the Carolinus.  We Lase found ourselves in the
midst of anorivinally exotc population, brotight across the
seas in other tines, from a distant beathen shore: now d&nes-
ficated wmone us: and in the low country, (rfep;:ciaﬂy exist-
ng by scores and bundreds forbidding nt:t:i;xs‘;zrﬂy r.he’oppor-
tunities and privileces of Christian instrgetion in the ordinary
modes of clesical operation. The wost of these are, in the
point of fact, oz ranote from the reach of redivions influences
as thonel they were in the deserts and puneles of Africa it.
self.  Counceted with this class I our socjal monomylare
varions and important relations, whick bave fized the thoushts
of the ablest men of the lind. Every speeial movement that
conneets itself with rhis eliuss, chisllenges !:m,:\-,if!rrrnrijon and
Is invested with importanee, [t js, Gendore, peither ;;T(:S,llrﬂp‘
tuous nor uncalled for. i, onan occusion like this. we frankly
and publicly declare the principles, interests, ohiects and sue-
cesses of a Socicty whicly, for the 1ot pan f;y the special
mvitation of the planters themselves, employs cighteen or
twenty ministers exclusively for the Wacks: and reckons be-

tween five and seven thousand of them as regular church
members; and holds as catechumens iore than half that
number of their children.

And here we declare it publicly and solemanly—in the face
of the highly respectable planters of this ooty wnd he-
fore the whole country—that this Missionary Socicty has no
ulterior desians beyond our plain and positive preccut duties,
We are working no seenlar ends.  We have nothine o do
with the rightsand duties of Cuwsar.  We bow to the anthori-
ty of the laws; and by the express precepts of the Chrnnty
we preach, we are under oblivation to obey those Loz Our
vocation looks to a different end. 1t contensplate: pintnal
relations, eternal destinies. Tt sces heneath the nmble coni-
tion of the plantation-nearo, the eleawire lieht: of worp-—
the upward burnines of DivorTALITY. 1t calentore; the cles
ments of his spivitnal destiny fron the yuorad aod relioons
capabilities of hisnature. It finds b ivnori of Ciod:and
its solernn office 1s 1o msiruer this lenoranee, 1o i feitered
by a thousand sal superstitions; these 1t seeles o dizpel by
the simple teachings of religions truths. [le s yesponzible to
God for his conduct here; and the doorm of cternad biappine:s
or woe awaits him hereafter!  To awaken in his anind the
sense, and fix upon his heart the feeling of sesponsibielity, Loth
to God and his master, is our aim.

In hoping to accorplish this great end, owr confidence yeits
upon the efficiency of the Gospel.  'The commnizssion we hinve
reccived of the Lord Clirist.is to “ preach the Gospel tocvery
ereature;” and if to any by cmphusis and partisity—to “ the
poor)’ This Ciospel hrings redeeming enerey to the ruined
soul of the sinner. [t is the strongest reracdy for the viee,
and ignorance, and woe of the world.  Juis « remnedy uppli-
cable at all times and to the worstcase. I is o ranedy, bngh
in its efficacy as the throne of God—wide us the world-—free
as the air—deep as the central founts of the sonl. It operates
without detriment or bar from the outward circiunstunces of
life, be they splendid or mean. 1t reaches frow the shining
pinnacles of society to its Helot class. 8o to preach this Gos-
pel that it may be believed, and being believed, may prove
“the power of God unto salvation,” is the great object, and,
we repeat it—the sole object of our ministrations among the
blacks. This object attained, we find the terminus of our
anxieties and toils, of our preaching and prayers.




We have no gloomy forebodings for the future. Bom on
the soil, brought up amidst the institutions of the sourH,
known and tried for a series of years, we expect here to spend
the termn of future life.  Beneath the soil that gave us birth
our hones shall rest, till the trnuapet sounds and the dead arise.’
But should a dark and disastrous day come on—among the
brave spirits called up by the occasion, should be found the
Mothodist Preachers of the Carolinas—of the entire South—
true to their sacred trust, loyal to the last hour, prepared to
share the wenl or woe of their country !

It affords the Board o hich gratification to state, that no
declension is witnessed in the confidence of the gentlemen
who have invited and enconraeed the labors of your Mission-
aries wnong their people. No abatement of their interest in,
and satisfoction with, our modes of religious operation, 1s
feared,  On the contrary, thronelr the blessing of God, a
wider door, o laveer fielih s mvitingly opened before us, year
by year.  Old and ried friends continue fast in their support;
new and infliuentiad friends swell onr ranks. A large portion
of the annnad reverne flows from the Tiberality of the plant-
ers. Cleerine comnnnications corme to us, siened by fidhy
of the 1nost Lonored nnues in the land. Our Missionaries
are treated with kind aitention; their arduous and self-sacri-
ficing lahors meet with an appreciating sympathy.  Their
great work consizis in correcting the viclous, instructing the
jonorant, reclaiing the wandering, planting religious princi-
ples in the minds of the children, fixing there

S he ruchs thint \\‘uk4;,
To perizh never™ ——
in prayine at the hedsides of the sick, and pointing the de-
parting spirits of the dyine 1o the “cross” to the aate of hea-
ven, to the general asseinhly—the shining throng in the hea-
vens! And this work falters not in its high and holy course.
Indeed, we have cood reason to say, that the Christianity of
multitudes of rice-field aud cotton-plantation negroes, under
the charce of your Missionaries, howely and artless as it ne-
cessarily must be in its quality, is yet mighty in its efficacy
upon heart and temper, life and habit.  They know nothing
about theories and demonstrations.  The light of science has
never yet duwned upon their untutored minds. And yet,
through the blessed teachings of ihe Spirit of Grace, by the
plain preaching of the Gospel, the light of truth and hope
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hath shined in a dark place—the day has dawned from on
hieh—and the day-star arisen in their hearts. They have
felt after the true God. They have found him of whom Mo-

ses in the law and the prophets did write. The joys of par-

doned sin ; the sweet, though surpassing peace of God; the

tendered conscience; the Improved moral character; in a-

word, all the substantial proofs and manifestations of a genu-
ine Christianity, are found in the expericnce, and developed
in the practice of a great many. And in regard to the rest,
it must afford an unspeakable satisfaction to the minds of the
planters, that the opportunities and means of Christian 1n-
struction—of Grospel salvation, are offered to all their people.
This throws the responsibility upon the proper ground; and
each and every man shall answer to God for his own soul.
Thus the character and aim of our work; the cordial sup-
port of those under whose auspices it must generally be car-
ried on; the substantial proofs of the relicious character of
thousands embraced in owr Missions, are all high arguments
of encouragement and perseverance. We take pleasure in
adding, that it Is the carnest wish of the excellent Treasurer
\ of the Missiouary Socicty of the Methodist Episcopal Church
{ at New-York, the Rev. George Lane, that no retrenchment

/should be made in the extent or supplies of our Missions to

the blacks, though the Missionary Treasury is in debt.

The past year has been one of great sickness and much f

mortality thronghout the low country. Nearly all the Mis-
sionaries have been afflicted; some very seriously. We mourn
not, however, over the untimely death of any of them. Our

prayer to God is, that they may be long spared to the Church.

The Board submit the following detailed statement of the ;

Missions under the charge of this Society :

1. The Beaufort Mission.—This has heen served hy the
Rev. T. E. Leadbetter and M. Eady. There have been 40

admitted on trial; and @ net increase during the year, exclu-

sive of expulsions, &c. of 26 mewbers. The whole number

of members amounts to 320. Itisin a prosperous condition;
3

includes 30 plantations; and is steadily improving.

9. Pocotaligo Mission.—There are 9 plantations served;
25 members, 197 children catechised. ~The Rev. J. N. Davis,

the Missionary appointed here, fell into such extreme bad !

health, as obliged him to leave the Mission unsupplied from




July until late in Noverher, when the Rev. A. J. Green was
- ; : ), h . . «
transferred to it by the Superintendent.  For these reasons. it
}Slqil n}ot prus]perod as much as it was likely to have done
titl the work 1s golne on, and the nla : 1 i :

' 5 golng on, « ¢ planters are increast
el I a creasingly

o 5 N

3. Comhaher and Ashepoo Mission—This has been under
the charge of the Rev. J. R Colun and Wi, Holliday ;
covers I} plantations ; embraces 595 members in full connec.
tllon; 1:){_ on trrd s and whont 373 children catechised, 'The
planters have mcercased thelr eontributions: » Missi
. sl : : ; and the M
1s flourishine, . fission

4 The Pon Pon Mission—The Rev. C. Wilson, who has

Y i . T .. ey ' ’
served llrlfs Miszion, reports 420 members, and 163 catechu-
mens.  There are 5 plantations served ; and the work is
highly teresting and prowmisine.

S : o E

5. ‘Sf{z//]//. ,\'/]I/l//;'n HWissiva has heen under the pastaral over-
sight of the Rev. M. Russell, whose health hecame go bad in
i&;lg;lst, last as to prevent ony forther service. It embraces

< ants H 3

plantations, and ubout 500 church members
| , : , cmbers, and upwards
of 200 catechumens. ? p

6. North Swutee~—The Rev. W. €. Ferrell has been able

to render but little pastoral service on this Mission, owing to
the failure of his health. It embraces 14 plantations, with
nearly 400 church members, and 200 catechumens,
5 7. Cooper River Mission—The Rev. A. Nottles reports
tO(}J memh;,-lis, fmtl 132 children catechised.  The Mission
embracess 11 plantations, and needs services i
: s 1 ‘ 3, reds the services of an addi-
tional Missionary. ‘

8. Upper Santee—The Rev. 8. D. Laney, who served this
Mission, represents its condition as but, indifferent. There is
preaching on 8 plantations; 325 church members: 15 on
trial ; and abont 100 catechnmens. }

9. Wateree Missinn.—This is under the charee of Rev. W.
J.1 Ja(;kson and J. Nipper; erbracing 21 plantations:; 600
c w o e QA0( - Tae] s 3

?UiC 1 r.nembms_,' 300 catechised ; and is in a prosperous and
progressive condition.

10. Broad River Mission—This has been served by Rev.
J. Holmes, W]}O reports 65 church members, and 70 children
catechised. The state of the Mission is good.

11 ‘Ridiy Mount Mission.—This was under the charge of

17

Rev. E. L. King; it inclndes 15 plantations, 3i7 colored
members, 144 of whom were received last year; 107 little

negroes received catechetical instruction.  The Board recom- |

mend the discontinuance of this Mission, merging the most
of it in the Waterce Mission. .

1. Black River and Pec Dee Mission—The Rev. M. Mc-
Kibben reports 1138 colored members; 540 children instrucied;
211 were admitted on trial during the year.  'The Mission co-
vers 26 plantations; and the contributions from the planters
are increasing.

13. Sampit Mission.—This embraces 15 plantations; was
served by Rev. . A. M. Williams, and is prosperous; 163
church members are reported; and 400 children arc cate-
chised. Prospects exceedingly flattering.

14. Waccamaw Neck~T'his is served by Rev. J. A. Minick
and Rev#T. Belin; it covers 22 plantations; holds 575 church
members; and 575 children instructed, in this, as m all our
Missions, orally. 'This important Mission is prosperous.

“Besides the foregoing, which are among the blacks, al-
though here and there a few white members are found, there
are two Missions in the upper part of the Conference District
established for the benefit of the whites.

15. The Saluda Mission.—This has been under the pastoral
oversight of the Rev. J. W. Welborn, who reports 283 church
members, of whom 67 are colored. This is considered strong
enough to be returned in the form of a regular circuit, which
the Board recommend.

16. Rock Fish Mission.—The Rev. J. McMackin has serv-
ed this work the past year. There are 131 whites, and 122
colored members. This likewige is recommended to be thrown
into the form of a circuit.

The Board recommend the appointment of a City Missiona-
ry for Charleston. They likewise rccommend the establish-
ment of a Mission to the whites between Little Pee Dee and
Waccamaw rivers; and two to the blacks—one on Cape
Fear river, near Wilmington—the other on Pee Dee, between
Society Hill and Man’s Bluff.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Camden, 15th February, 1841.-
1’%
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Of the Missionary Socicty, South-Carolina Conference:
RECEIVED FROM THE MISSIONS.

South Santee Mission—From Hon. C. C. Pinckney, $25.

From Rocky Mount Mission—Mrs. Rebecca Ballard, $15;
Mr. George Stratford, 5; Mr., James Reid, 5; Mr. A. Nettles,
1; collegted, 5—&31.. I T

From Saluda Mission—By Rev. Wm. M. Wightman, and
by Rev. J. W. Welborn, $80 82% cts; Hon. T. C. Pinckney,
for 1839, by Rev. I. R. Coburn, 25.

Ashepoo Mission—J. G. Godfrey, Esq., 820; Thomas M.
Rhett, Eisq., 15; Edward Webb, Esa., 20; Mrs. James Gibbs,
by Rev. N. Talley, 25; Hon. Thomas Lowndes, 100; Estate
W. Mason Smith, Esq., 50—$230.

From Sampit Mission—By Rev. P. A. M. Williams, Fran-
cis Withers, Esq., $300. v

Pee Dee and Black River Mission—By Rev. M. A. Mec-
Kibbin, from Benjamin M. Grier, $5; Thomas B. Hamden,
5; R. H. Collins; 5; J. M'Daniel, 5; J. H. Allston, 15; F.
Weston, 10; J. J. Coachman, 30; Col. E. W. Allston, 10; P.
Fraser, Bsq. 20; Dr. J. Sparkman, 10; Dr. W. Allston, 6;
Solomon King, 5; G. Smith, 1; William Sparkman, 10; Jo-
seph Hacks, 2; William B. Pringle, Esq., 15; A Friend, 5;
William G. Bellune, 105 John Axum, 20; A. G. Jayroe, 5;
Mrs. H. Brown, 1; J. R. Easterling, 5; 1. J. Green, 5; F.
Green, 5; Sundry persons, 30; Mirs. Eliza Bell, by Rev. N.
Talley, 20—8260. ‘

From Pocotaligo Mission—Captain Edward Barnwell, last
year's subscription, $20; present year's subscription, 25 ; Wil:
liam Steward, Esq,40; R. Chisolm, Esq., by Rev. H. Bass,
100; F. G, Fraser, Esrp, 50 Rev. Stephien Iillioil, 20—8255.

Cooper River Mission—J. M. Venning, $10.

North Santee Mission—James R. Pringle, Esq., 20; Edward
Frost, Esq., 25. ’ v

From PPon Pon Mission—By Rev. C. Wilson, William
Aiken, Esq., $150; Charles Baring, Esq., 150; Col. Lewis
Morris, 75—S375.

From Rock Fish Mission—%$60.

Waccamaw Mission—William A. Alston, Esq., $150;
Francis Withers, Esq., 100; Charles Alston, Esq, 100; Col.
J. J. Ward, 100; Col. T. Pinckney Alston, for 1839, 50; for
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1840, 50 from a Lady, a friend to the mission, 10; Col. ‘Ro-
bert . Allston, 10—8570. o

# Wateree Mission—By Rev. W.J. Jackson, J. M. Desaussare,
Esq., $50; Col, J. Chesnut, Sen,, 30, Col. W. J. Taylor, 20;
Mr. L. Boykin and Lady, 20; Mrs, Harriet English, 15; Col.
W. MWillie, 15; J. W. Arthur, Esq,, 15; Mr. Jacob Little,
107 DE John English, 10; I. C. Doby, T, 18.75 ; . J. Lu-
cius, 10; Mrs. Mary M'Rea, 10; T. Walker, 5; W. Thomp-
%on, 5; Sundry persons, 9.75; Haile & Matheson, 15—%$258.50.
" Beaufort Mission—By Rev. T. E. Leadbetter. John J
Smith, Esq., $56; Rev. Stephen Elliott, Sen., 30; Miss Maria
Habersham, 30; Dr. Thomas Fuller, 40; For the Estutc Tho-
mas Cuthbert, Esq., by Mrs. L. Cuthbert, 45; Colin Camp-
bell, Esq., 20; Mrs. Agues Leadbetier, 5; A Colored Woman,
50 cents—$220.50

Ashepoo and Pon Pon Mission—Hon. . Barnwell Rhett,
—through Rev. H. Bass—%100.

Broad River Mission—By Rev. J. Holmes. Col. Randal,
$20; Gen. John Means, 20; Daniel H. Kerr, Esq, 205 Ed-
ward MBans, Esq., 12.50; Mis, Sarah Means, 15; Missionary
Gollection taken up g Camp-Meeting, within the bounds of
th&%r_(_)ad River Misston, 54.56—%142.06.

RECEIVED FROM BRANCII SOCIETIES.

From Female Missionary Society, Charleston, (colored)
$80.68%; Juvenile Missionary Soclety of colored persons of
Charleston, 30.621; Georgetown Missionary Spcmtyi by Rev.
A. M. Forster, 38 Cokeshury Missionary, Bible, Tract and
Sunday School Society, 202 Cokesbury Female stsmnary
Society, 50; Young Men's Missionary Society of Cokeshury,

25.50; Pee Dec Missionary Society, 43.87}; Cypress Mis-

sionary Socicty, 45.45, (ten dollars of the above to constitute
Rev. R. J. Limchouse a life member;) Newberry Missionary
Society, 67.75; Female Missionary Society, Newberry, 22.10;
Juvenile Missionary Socicty of Charleston, by Rev. N. Tal-
ley, 69.25; Walterborough Cireuit Missionary Society, 64.18,
(twenty of the above to make Rev. ’I‘hpophl]u§ Huggn}s a
life member of the parent Society:) Missionary Society, Che-
raw, 80.31; Orangeburg Missionary Society, 44.36; Wil-
mington Missionary Society, 157.25, (ten dollaxs of the above
to make Rev. Jesse Jennett a life mewmber, and forty dollars
to constitute Rev. A. Gamewell and Mrs. Mary A. Gamewell

;2‘*




life members of the parent Society ;) Union Circuit Missiona-
ry Society, 20.12}; Black Swamp Misssionary Society, by
Rev. R.J. Boyd, 136.12—%1,187.57.

COLLECTED ON THE CIRCUITS AND STATIONS.

Charlotte circuit, by Rev. P. G. Bowman, $31.25; Char-
lotte station, 11; Edgeﬁeld circuit, 60.50; "Wadeshoro' cir-
cuit, 8; Centre cnrult 16.62; Aiken cncm 13.40; Ruther-
ford cncult 11.20; collections taken up at the cclebration of
the Charleston Mwsmnalv Society, 208.87; do. do. donations,
48.18; annual &ubbcnbms(md donations, 9() Prayer Mrmtmn‘
monthly collections, do. 72 Pendleton cncmt 18; Klnfrs
Mountain circuit, 6; Spumnbulrr circuit, 18.10; I(Lny.tCVIHC
station, 40; VVaccamaw cncuxt 3l Montnummy circuit,
3.70; uOOpGI River cirenit, 5 "Winnsboro' circuit, 20.56;
Lancaster ci reuit, 7.50; Sunday School children, (/ulumbn
23 ; (ten dollars of which i 1s for the Oregon Mission; ;) Colnm.
bia station, 33.93 ; Brunswick cireuir, 19; Monthly Concert
collection, Bennetrsvi le, 4.50; Umnncncult 0124 Mmgan-
ton circuit, 3; Cohnnbh cimlit . Lincolnton cncmL 5.25;
contents of two small l\/IlSulOllle Boxe> in Ci mluston 7; on
the Darlington civcuit, 55.60; Chesterficld cncuxt 14 31;
Black River circuit, ‘2’, Barnwell circuit, 15.75; Bhden
circuit, 8—8957.85.

LIFE 8UBSCRIPTIONS.

Mis. Elizabeth J. M. Lloyd, by Rev. N. Talley, $16; Rev.
Simpson Jones, to make Mr. Jobh Jones a life member, 10——-$20

From smdw annual subscribers, $35.

CONTRIBUTIONS AT ANNIVERSARY IN CAMDEN.

Rev. J. Belin, $100; Rev. Wm, M. Wightman, 50; Dr.
George Ruynolds for fommn missions, 50; Rev. R.J. Boyd
to constitute Charles W. and Mary Eliza Bo; d life members,
20; Rev. W. J. Jackson, to constitute Mrs. Jackson a hfe
membor 10; Rev. John A Minick, 10; Rev. C. A. Walker,
to consmute Rov A. M. Forster hfe membc 10; Rev. J. M
Deas and Lady, 10; Rev. A. W. Walker, to make Francis M.
Walker life member, 10; Rev. Dr. W, CLmes 10; Rev. W,
Martin, to make J. Dawson Martin life membel 10; Rev.
Bond Enfrhsh 10; Rev. Joseph Moore, 10; Rev. Thornas 8.
Daniel, to m"dm Job Jones life member, 10; Re\/ W. C. Clark,
life membel 10; Rev. M. P. Myers, 5 Rev. W. C., Patterson

s

10; Mr. James Dunl .lp 10 Rev. Bishop Andrew, 10; Rev.

Justph Hohues, to make T Vhs E. L. Holines life member 10;

My, Wilthiaon Wml\man 10; Rev. Ho A, C. Walker, 10; RO-
hert: Bryee, 1051 Waring, 1() President (nulaan to make
Mrs, ])un].xp 1ife mnember, l() Rev. N. Tall(\y7 to make Ste-
phen Olin Talley a life 100 mbu 10; Williamn E. Johnson,
Ese, torale two children life monﬂnh 20 Rev. Joseph H.
Wheeler, 1o make Peter Warren W Leeler life member, 10;

from lw() Cientlemen, (05 Rev. Henry Bass, 5; Rev. J. Nlp-
per, .» Mr. Jacoh De pass, '), Rev. D. Derrick, 5; Mr. P. Thom-
ton, 55 Rev, . Farrant, a, Rev. Samucl Dunwoodv 5; Rev,
Mumn Lady, 55 Rev. J. W. Welbom, 5; Rev. H. Spam, a,
Rev. MUAL M(l\ll»lnn .», Clash, 5 ), lwv A. M. Forster, 5,
Rev. A ]\l’('/()l'({ll(l(‘(tl(‘ o ]u\ P. (i Bowman, 5; Rev. G,
Wilson, 55 Rev, W, (,m(,k 5; Rev, '1 E. Leadbctm 5; Rev.
W. A Gainewell 50 Rev. T R Coburn, 5; Rev. John Watts
to make John W, Watts life member, 105 Rev. AR, Dmner
5 Rev. Witlian P20 Monzon, 5 fmm two Gentlemen, 10;
Reve A II()_yh- 5 Mo, Ballard, 5: Miss Phelps, 5; Miss Ann
Phelps, 1; A Lady, 1; Mis, \1|11C111:<01’1, 5, Mrs. Haile, 10;
Mrs. Jackson, 55 Cash, 102 Rev. 8. Townsend, 2; Cuash, 2;
Rev. William | itehard, 53 Rev. George W. Moore, 5; Mrs.
Siral Warine, 105 Dr. M Cain, 5; from a little Girl, 15 cts,;
Cash, 15 from o Lady, 5; fron Mrs. Sarah Ciples, by Rev.
W. M. Wichtian, 50 from Mrs. M'Intosh, 3; Mrs. James
Reid, tfor Rocky Mfmm Misston, 5; Misy 'uah Nllos 25 cts.;

Miss M.ny Black, 25 cts. More (1//(’1///011~/z/s——fmm a co-
lored woman, 2; 1'mm a Lady, 1; I‘\Ils W.Joy, 1; Col. Wi,
M'Willie, 20; Rev, Junes umcv, ; from a gcntleman, 10—
H784.65,

DONATIONS.

Benjamin Corley, Esq,Ail\(n Circuit, $20; Mrs. Ann
Craudel, hy Rev. N, Talley, 5; Miss H. Bowman 30; from
an It pwn}mh.m friendly to the Benevolent and mlwloua en-
terprises of the duy, for the missions to the blacks, 2,), Isa-
hella 1), H«\\\mul Im home missions, %z*,, from a Friend,
Orangeburg Cirenit, f;oml*ayettevlllc by Rev. J. Stacey,
1’0]@ Pierce, qu, i 'C'lildren of Jumes Ch Cook, 41 cents;
Clhirles [].lvs 1 Mrs. Haile, 5; A Friend, 50 cents; Jacob
Hoyle, 4 Jolin Husstnllm 3; Moses Black,l Mrs. Eliza-
beth Bmwn 2.624; Mr. demd Chambers, Yorkvﬂle 1;
8. J., for forcign missions, 10—$127.16.
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Collection taken up in the Method:
Suniny Ao 894‘951. ethodist Church, Camden,

RECAPITULATION,

Received from different Missiors, - - - $2987 88
o« “  Branch Societies, - - - 1187 57
Circuits and Stations, - - - - - 957 8
Life Subscribers, - - - - - - 20 05
Annual Subscribers, - - - - - - 35 0O
Donatious, - - - - - - - 127 lg
Anniversary Collections, - - - - - 784 65
Collection taken up on Sabbath Night in the M. E ’
Church, - - - - - A 94 95
From Chairman Centenary Comnittee, - - 797 43
From individuals whose names have been omitted 1t 54
From H. A. C. Walker, Centenary Collections re-
ceived by him, - - - - . - 416 22

$7420 26

MONIES PAID AWAY,
Forwarded to the Treasurer of the Missi
' 5 , sionary So-
_ciety M. E. Church, by Dr. Capers, - d - 8257 05
Paid Dr. W. Capers by Rev. R.J. Boyd, and by him
~forwarded 10 New-York, - - - -
Paid Dr. Capershy Rev. J. R. Coburn, and forward-
ed as above, - - - - - - - 25 00
Amount of Missionary Collection taken up in Broad
River Mission, and forwarded to New-York by

49 37

~ Rev. H. Spain, - - - - - - 54 56
Paid Rev. H. Spain Ist and 2d instalments, - - 625 00
Rev. H. Bass, Ist and 2d instalments, - . - 2337 00
Rev. H. A. C. Walker, 1st and 2d instalments, - 1111 10

Forwarded to Charleston, to'be sent to Rev. George
Lane, Treasurer Miss. Society M. E Church, 2961 {7

$7420 25

THE SOCIETY

: OF THE SOUTH-CAROLINA CONFERENCE, FOR THE RELIEF OF®
THE CHILEREN OF ITS MEMBERS.

Officers and Managers—N. Talley, President; W. Capers,
Vice-President ; Wi Martin, Treasurer; H. A. C. Walker,

23

Secretary; H. Bass, J. Holmes, W. M. Wightman, A, McCor-
quodale, H. Spain, and D. G. McDaniel, Managers.

THE TRUST

FOR THE RELIEF OF THE SUPERANNUATED OR WORN-OUT
PREACHERS, AND THE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF PREACH-
ERS.

Board of Trustees—Wm. M. Wightman, Chairman ; Tho-
mas E. Leadbetter, Treasurer; H. A, C. Walker, Secretary ;

W. Martin, J. W. Townsend, D. Derrick, and R. J. Boyd.

FUND OF SPECIAL RELIEF.
Trustees—W. Capers, Chairman ; B. English, Treasurer ;
N. Talley, Secretary; S. Dunwoody, H. Bass, D. Derrick,
and Wm. Crook.
The Trustees of this Fund reported to the Conference the
following appropriations, which were confirmed:
Widow Hartley, mother of Rev. Isaac Hartley, dec’d, - 925
Widow Spain, mother of Rev. H. Spain, - - - 25

Widow of Rev. John Gamewell, - - - - - 25
Widow of Rev. Asbury Morgan, - - - - - 25
Widow of Rev. K. Dawson, a Local Preacher, - - 25
Rev. John Newell, a Local Preacher, - - - - 25
Rev. Levi Garrison, a Local Preacher, - - - - 25
Widow of Rev. C. G. Hill, - - - - - - 30
Widow of Rev. Jas Hill, a Local Preacher, - - - 13

$243

EXTRA ALLOWANCES.

The Committee of the Conference (appointed under the
7th rule of the 4th section, and the 7th of the 5th of the Dis-
cipline, Part 2,) have reported, and the Conference passed the
following extra allowances; to be raised one sixth part en
each of the Presiding Elder's Districts:

Received from Gieorgetown, by A. M. Forster, - - $9 00

From Camden, by 8. Townsend, - - - . 350
Black Swamp, by R. J. Boyd. - - - - 23 00 |
Pendleton, by T. Zimmerman, - - - - 295




From the Conference Working Society, Charleston, by

N. Talley, - - - - -
Charleston Station, by N, Talley, - - -20(1) gg
Cheraw, by W. ¢ Kirkland, - . . . g g
Santee Circuit, by 4. W. Barnes, - - - 365
Wiliington, by Mrs. Gamewell, - - - 18 00
Darlington, by'S. W. Capers, - . . .10 00
Winnshoro', by W. ¢, Putterson, - - - 325

Cokeshury, by M, Turping - . - - 10 00
Cokeshury Circuit, by J. H. Wheeler - - 15 00
Edgeficld, by D. Denick, . 1 . g g5
Black River, by C. 8. Walker. - - - 310
A Donation, - - .. - - - 100

$320 25

And nave appropriated it ag follows -
To the Widow wnd Orphans of Rev. J, Gamewell, 976 75
To the Widow and Orpliss of Rev. J. Bunch, - - 76 75
To the Widow and Ocplins of Rev, C. G, Hill, - 76 75
To the Widow of Rev. J. Barton, - - - - 90 00

8320 25

They also recominend that threc hundred and fifty dollars
(8350) be raised the cnsuing yeur for necessitous cases.

T A Ty T ———

Rt K N

AN ADDRESS

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY

SOUTH-CAROLINA CONFERENCE,

JiANUARY 11, 1840,

RS

BY REV. WM. M. WIGHTMAN, A. M,,

PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY.

PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE SOCIETY.

CHARLESTON :
BURGES & JAMES, PRINTERS.

—

1840,




ADDRESS,

“The world,” said Dr Bunting a year or two since, “has P
the highest interest in a wise and holy, a devoted and la-
borious ministry of the gospel.  The ministry is one of the
choicest gifts of Christ, our ascended Saviour, to his Church,
“When he ascended up on high, he received gifts for meny
and among these gifts, we are told, was that of ministers
of his word”  Tram the hare fact of the divine origination
of the clerieal order, this rrcnoml docirine may be g’tthel-
ed,—that man is allowed’ o exert on his fellows a strong
and master influecnce:—that this influence, however subor.
dinate to a highcer ageney, is vet, under the sanction and
accompanying blessing of that higher ageney, the instru-
ment of salvation to the world: and that the divine mercy
flows out to man, only through the channel of those sub-
ordinate means bound up in the cvangelic ministry.  That
we are not mistaken in such a condmmn is manifest from
the great fact, that apart from such an agency, no nation
ot tribe ha& ever “received salvation thlonrrh the remission
of sins”  Taith cometh by hearing: —but how shall they
hear withoat a preacher?  Are the heathen to be convert-
ed? Oris anation inthe centre of Muropean civilization,
but destitute of spiritnal life, to be regencrated and perva-
ded with the activities of a genuine Umstmmtv’ Orisa
slumbering church to be roused? In any of these instances,
there is no hope for man, even in the mercy of God, and
the provisions of the Gospel, apart from that class of in-
stramental agencics just advertedto.  \We are not discus-
sing the question as to what the Divine wisdom and power
might be able to effect independently of a system of se-
condary agencies. Dut your attention is pointed to the
fact recorded on the face of the moral world, and written
in the story and institutions of every nation which has a
place in history ;~—that where the Christian ministry began
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to labour, therc light began to shine, and life to stir:—that
where this agency became corrupted, there followed a gen-
eral stagnation of religious principle, a feculent corruption
of public manners:—that when “he clorical body again
threw off the bandages of spiritual despotism and death,
and struck a redecring blow for the world, a reformation
followed, alike salutary to public virtue, and inspiring to
human hope.  «It is (G only,” says Wesley, “that chan-
ges the heart, withou: which, every other change is lighter
than vanity. Nevertheless it pleascth him who worketh
all, to help man chicfly by maun; to convey his own power,
and blessing, and love, through one man to another.”

Such a statement may not be supposed to derogate from
the honor due to the Divine Agent. I be las seen fit to
originate such an order of mewns as the Christian ministry—
a function of public preaching and Christian discipline; if he
has promised Lis blessing to" the Tabors of bis ministers —
and if in connection with these labors ilune, there goes out
upon the world a vital energy, a sanciifying influence, then
confessedly, to hini alone is due al] the praise.  The ex-
cellency of the power is of God, and not of us, The mouth
of all human hoasting is shat.  This point being properly
guarded, it still remains true, that 4 solemn responsibility in
reference to human salvation, is hung upon the Christian
ministry s and that in the position they occupy in the econo-
my of Gospel salvation, they are, in o restricted and pro-
perly guarded sense, as necessary to human salvation, as
1s the active and sactifying Agent which goes along with
them, and operates not upon ihe world without them,

If T have succeeded i making ont the trath and impor-
tance of this preliminary remark, then it follows that the
chavacter and extent of the suceesses of the Christian min-
istry, will be as is the quality, wental, moral and physical,
of that ministry.  Without ‘corporeal health, whatsoever
other qualifications might be possessed they will be of but
little avail. - Physical debility places a seal of silence upon
the most persuasive lips—chuins up the most eloquent
tongue.  There will doubtless ocemr to the recollection of
most who hear me, an instance of the truth of this remark,
in the history of one of the masters of our Israel, at this time

5

sceking a restoration of his health in foreign tra"vel.l. ._Abxh-f

ties the most eminent and shining; a zcal and sxlmp mtl){ (}).

character worthy of the apostolic age—alas! lgo?v.tm‘ ¢

at present, is all lthis lrlch moral and intellectual furniture,
-ailable to the church. -

av ‘Xlg(ll) then again, in the lack of mental ability, hmy l\Iil}Cll

is lost to the cause and character of ministerial Tucr(,;:s?.

Suppose the apprehension to be dull, the 1_.111d<:1;>tt{ﬂ111'< 1(1113 C(;:

ble, the powers of analysis and combination confuse ; su[d

pose the mind, through the destitation of carly culture, z}m(

carcful after observation, to be pomly(fn_rmshe‘d :\:/ltlv
knowledge of theological privciples, and their applica

the ever-varying pluses of humau nature; how

a one, child as he is iy knowledae, expericuee, an

tion, go forth, with the probubilities of suceess

solemn task of instrueting the ignorant—guid
plexed—comforting the surrowtul; of opposin,

of cavilling scepticisin, or staying the plague

of establishing the truth i all its extent and vit

and building up the kingdom of Christ mightil

men. ‘

The admission is frecly made, for it really costs no..
to the argument, that now ;yul then., a man of very moac
rate mental abilitics and limited coltivation, may have con-
siderable success.  Butin such cases, the success has been,
not the consequence of meutal weakness, but in spite of it.
Some other peculiar qualifications h‘rufc :1fﬁ)_1‘dcd, 80 Zto
speak, a compensating power. One s mdcfutlgublehlil -
bors, preaching, praying. exhorting, visitiug—up to the ex-
treme limit of nature’s cnergy.  Auother is kindly and en-
dearinglv cordial in his spieit, binding himself to the aflec-
tions of ail hearts, by the tics of a master-sympathy. And
yet another may be oceasionally scen, whose pre-eminent
piety throws a lustre over very moderate abilities; and h(}
wins by the force of exalted Christian l‘_;‘UU(],I,’JCSS; dcsp‘xlte lo
indifferent preaching. -’-IIlsgl)‘tj){] example, as trhol Sﬁ]g(-
spearc_of divines expresses it, tis the most prevailing ho-
mily—his life is his best sernon ! ‘ :
But then, in these and all similar cases, if we could only ¢
remove meutal inlinmity, give greater reach and depth to §
1¢
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e ressoning faculty, and pour ala
‘ ng [ »and pour o
:z’,u.,;;ntanmvigoruti}n(: slr“l'un Efl'](l)"l?clau e mannels of
cptions—the other c?(cdktt i msf} alnd harged con-
Ut : :xeellent points of their ch
mamng the same i Stoomseen
g same, who can doubt that the;
Jmat Jame, @ at their success
oulrd be multiplied just  the extent of the ! e
provenent. - mental e
T e e .
“u' ; gard tg the spiritusl farnit re necessary to the sue
“GERiulopreacner, we can command no languag i
zinigh to express our conviction of the absolut. ooty
nt L ) absolute necessit
rough and 807 [ a
y ﬂyﬁcZ(';l?bl(ll?l‘g personal holiness. T.et a man
3 o' may ;—unless he has been converted,
‘[;]cr.n?’)’lﬁe towards God, and faith toward
~hrist,” has received the or ’
- 1s to all waterial intents lDllalcc Of‘ iy
G ro i matcrinl infents and purposes, an
ol avinity lies in experimental and
’ce:ssles, ]Lh:xf apart from these, no instructions
or schoois cin make ap the fatal deficienc
stian faith,” as Jereny Taylos ' d
stian fith,” us ercwy Taylor hath it,—<must
wlrjnfztluug of in-cvidence, something that must
ap by ((‘utvf and by obedience.”  Or as Coleridge
/7_'/"53 n,—\-; t /lm}sg'::,:mty 13 nota theory ora spccu]ati;n
. ffe. Not a philos i i iving
P phtlosuphy of life, but a life and a living
Now then, forasmuc
g then, m}q.,l}m;dl as no man can effectively teach
utioothers, which he does not hims s g
e ses not himself understand
as the fundamental truths of Chyistianity, o HaN
ths of Christianity, can 1
s 1 : : Chris Vv, can never be un-
a;:{s.uod from a mere synopsis ol theories—it fullows that
k'c'llz!m(:]onvcrtcd rnan can never successfully impart the
am (i Ige of salvation twothers.  Upon the oreat and dis
tigzusshing poiats of the Gospel, there will rest the haze of
?t&{,(;;tamty: and such a preacher will be driven, either to
dwe up;’.?. 1.'hct mere ctlflncs of the Christian system, or he
wit mystity into uninteliligible parables, his spiri '
i 3 gible parables, his spiritual instruc-
And further;—such a man ean never foel the lofiv and
S i s Wwhie
pen rotés impulses which move the heaven-sent and Spirit
bocczed minister hrist. ] assion for
B ’Tr{nu]ls't,m of Christ. No teader compussion for
- - mng souls, fills his Losom:—no constraining love of
o »l—jno awful impression of “the terror of the Lord,” and
N , o - . ’
-t dread account at the last day, rests apon hi.  He

b
{
E.

isa non-conductor of spiritual influences. His cvery ser-:
mon is an indictment brought up against himself; and the
lamp which might have guided himself and others up to:
Heaven’s gate, is doomed fo go out in everlasting darkness. !

Absolutely necessarv then, is a genuine, deep and endur-1 !
ing piety, to a successful minister of the Gospel. On his:
heart mast live with quenchless flame the burning and shin-1
ing light of a personal holiness: and like Moses, his face: .
must be all-ilumined with the radiance caught from devout!
converse with God. ,

The great principlc then, may be considered established;:
that, in the procedures of the cconomy of redemption, God-
condescending to use a sccondary a'f;fa‘my, the character,’ -
extent, and permancnee of the success of the clerical func-":
tion, is as the furniture of the agent, considered in its cor™®
poreal, intellectual and spiritual relations. Conside ring this
fundamental position as a poiut of departare, and n viewl
of the specific occasion of my remarlks, I shall contine them
chicfly to the subject of mental culire, amoug the Juniop’
members of this Conference, who have oviginated a society
for Mutual Tprovement; and in obedience to whose re-
quest, T awi honored toappear before you. ;

That a special attention should be directed to this point:
is manifest from a moment’s consideration of the peculiar,
elements, making up what has been called the Wesleyar.
succession of ministers. By the vencrable Founder of
Methodism at first, and by the connection ever since, ithad
been held an undisputed doctrine, that the Divine Head of 4
the Church, has the sole right to call into the work of the; :
ministry, men from various occupations and different quarji
ters. The marks by which the churchis to judge and dey
termine as to the call of each applicant for holy orders, argg i
laid down clearly in our Book of” Discipline. Accordinglyii
we have ministers from the plough, from the artisan’s shop, 124
and the merchant’s counting-room, as well as from the Col;

lege and the University. i

‘At first, when the wants of the infant church were ur;
gent;—when to meet these wants, a very inadequate supp]%,
of preachers was furnished forths—when the circuits were.
immenscly large—the rides vastly too long, and time-cony;
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surning ; then but little stress could be laid g on the ful
cultivation of the mind, A single cxamina{)ion b :,aée ,
mittee of Conference, without any reference to};; eco'rf{l-
courses of study, and galloped over in “hot husjtel"ll—tlhlig
:.;v‘i( 'f,,hf:f'.r:u:\:t,om at as late a day, as my own reception into
!,,:I{,:H{ )n‘r:;'r":JY'lf(i(ﬂf‘. ; .4(:('11 and PICIgy; A firm grasp upon the
g ,,,,; nliaritiey of the Gospel; a strong persuasion of
it;'r;J‘:,,‘{mlr,’u,n,rl”wo ol the wgrhl; a blupt, .%Ar.raight-forward
style of appeal to the conscience, worn, the common el
ot of i Methodist Preacher’s character, o
Historie justice, however, demands the statcment that
sinonz onr fathers, there were to be funnd here and lher:'
ittt misterials of the finest character, I\Iasctllin:;
:‘m,}rnnrl ,'t,’:':ll"u‘f v‘tht:m,_ (Jpvut(.,ul tu one great calling, the
\,/1”,(1’[“‘!”/ f,;)t,n,:.x,r;irrl:;snc of the preuchers of that time,
o i - . ,lh(:ls?y.’ If Liere and there only, something of
the Grecian relineraent aud ealtivation was to be foﬁnd
hers v mnonz theny all, more than the old Romag ﬁrm-y
nezi Theown out upon the world, in no quict mood of its
‘h:afm’:,’,r:}v‘:u'gr:zi’ witl the commission to revive the almost
e e five principles of the lI(:f?»l'll):ltir)xl;»~i11si:‘~'i}n:r with
sxeli cinphissis, npon the great points of the evangelie
g,‘if}’.llfl’:ll_tl',"«‘v'}llfib hae been alinost optive]y lost sJ"th[ gf in
the preaching of that day s all this demanded a constant and
careful Study of the Seriptires——a personal (;xlnc;i(;nceL of
lhf:‘ truthe they taneht, and hour alter hour of carnest and
solitary piayer. The very stress of the times com elled
thern to ann frow head 1o heel: and any of then tleOthrll
:g:;t:w;;ht. i the sehools, vet, i the stern Jisciplm;) o’f qctucal
ife, reached annzenline shrewdness i strength (‘)f un-
derstauding, and were able to “wicld at will, theoﬁcrce de-
mocracy.” [ would constitute a most interesting and val-
duble ceries of sketehes, had we the iutc”cctﬁul TliStOI‘ 7, 1n
ts developments and poendiaritios of sucly God-gifted c])r:ar-
?mﬂ.f:ri men s Georse Dangherty, Hope IIEH I{,ill{ard
1141;{/:,.1;;‘;r;r{:-; Russells "of tho((inssavways, ({}urllcx\'élls Hume
u{}m;y':, (/';“lln.’-;'»’v'()l'”lS. T;u*p]cys~-“\\'l’mso bhow .’L}JUL]!C i its
strcugh, and the anns of whise hands were made strong
oy e mighty God of Jacobh”  They are names which the
woirld chould not willingly let die.  1'could not deny to my-
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self the gratification of this casual mention of them:—
“A token, would it were a monument !”’

But it deeply concerns us to mark, that ‘the spirit of the
time has changed; that the average rate of the intellectual
movement of socicty is vastly accelerated; and that how-
ever important are the same great truths on which our fa-
thers laid so much emphasis, yet the freshness of novelty is ¢
lacking to them, and they are morcover, very generally re- 1
ceived by the prevailing denominations of Christians.  And
besides, not only is the present staie of the common Chris-
tianity greatly diflercat from its condition a hundred years
ago, 1n doctrinc and expericnce, but the clerical character,
taken gencrally, is by many degrees in advanee of its for- -
mer grade of picty and knowledge. T maany other pulpits, |
besides those of the Methodist ministry, you will now hear
not only the saving truth of the Gospel, but that truth de- !
livered with unction, pressed upon the conscience with ear-
nestness, and backed with “power from on high.”

And then consider the necessities of our own Church— &
Will our people be satisfied in these times of intellectual ' #
stir, that other churches should be supplied with able and
accomplished ministers, while they themselves are served ’
by men, who for lack of mental qualification, cannot oceu- |
py creditably that ccutre of strength, which our doctrinal
system, our numerical force, the gentus of cur itinerant op- ;.
erations, and the extent of our pecuniary resources, furnish f
to us? Tear what e of the Taymen of the Wesleyan §
connection unhesitatingly wilirmed ata Manchestermeeting, i 3
in the face of the most distinguished Wesleyan ministers. 3
“I speak for myselfy I require ity (that is, a supply of ered- it
itable and able ministers;) and the body of the ;[Church, sit- 3
uated ke myself requires it; and I unhesitatingly aflirm,
that I have @ right toit. I expect the ministry to whom I
am attached on principle—to whom Thave given my choice
and the affections of my heart, and from whom I have re-
ceived every thing of Christianity that I know—should keep
ahead of me; that ‘the priest's lips should distil know-
ledge ;7 and that my heart and understanding should be im-
proved under every ordinance of Christianity, and especially
by the ministry of the word of reconciliation. If this is not




;gl)le}rte.tsullt, I am} not satisfied; T am not nourished as I
ght to be, ‘with the words :
a , Lthe words of truth and i
Py tohe, aud sound doctrine
nd lost amecal; o i i :
amcal; and nothing, noth i
Heel o | o, ing, nothing
; It care not to what you direet Iny attention mﬁ;zingr can
Ci .o't(ne_a substitute for that rich provision which our hol
{ nstamty supplics, and which, in the Now Testament };'
esus Christ, is made: over (o e g my privileoe.” ’
| These are words that bip And cvrcx‘y poxgﬁs d intel
i v : . and intel-
igent meinber of our wide-spread cominunion w'il .
heartily to then. i respond
Al M N 1
The general Ihyuiry to which the

found Inportanee 1 s, y give rise, is of pro-

P _ What can be done toimprove the
Iy (‘“ {Ip ace ol Methodjst inisters, entering as we are
. N N s . , . . . e “
;in];;q u,I[T,.r,uml«,r,mr,u.uy.of Methodist history? = It is do-
g somctinne to chaose o fit conrse of study, and to make
Ty . . T 4 A . ’
Jtpart aud pareel of every young preacher’s dut
tend to it vear by voar il hegis oo of Blaer
jjond ¢ (‘J{u;ﬂ} y]}[ ,.(xx,JU(JtJI hedses to the office of Elder
' Shureh, is doine appoi
et ot Mtis doing much to appoint competent
ponit 1 o =Xammation, and to insist on thejy attending
B 1 , s - . y
I]m“'(‘“ {1‘],{,;; ”n.s (I]I(JJ[}. I h.ul{n” this as more than a d'ly;g
e e old systemn of aperations nsider it
: ‘ vste srations. I consider it the
wreh up 20N 1t the
Ez{cu]])sotl r)f(‘Ib(,[tu things, when the suitable time COMGR
B Butuutilmore extensive pl; il we
: cextensive plans of operation shall ¢
4 | i e exte . o shall come
‘;(;)](’])(f; id;})wi(‘l}' Ay we not aceomplish much for ourselves
) . (; . e . \ N
o tellonts ’I ] xlm(,h, by our Socicty for the advancement of
ercetitand moral eolture,—as the humble representa
:m; }alzlui m‘g:m]ui which, T appear before voq at pr;}s‘cn‘t-
JOULLIess, inich niny be aceonplished. Ao dien,
o MHE iy beacconplished, Allow m
. : ' . e
‘t!xongh with aveat defercnec, to ofir o voua few s (:hcn,
. I ‘ ’ 508
Hons, whichvnay be promative of 11 el ase
Aglrl 1., Crish! Cnotcr of honjs
studied, is matte, of prime tprort
“some books are 10, ] ;
sare to he tasted, others to be «
' some b - Gther e swallowed, an
{aomt f}cw to ;)“ chiewed il divested - that is, some b’otol'g
qre tobe read oulyv in part s ohers 1o Lo pead 1o j
’us!y A d ).uf{\: ”,J part s others 1o he read, but not curi-
pusi t,t(vtl some fiw fo bee read wholly and with dilizence
i fi( tc}n on” It hiis been estimated that if a man should
5 to . 3 TW bV vrpaey aree :
et ;idig,r( ofts;,x]r.} y;;a}rs, and should appropriaic forty
af the 1I¢ study of hooks, the
: ) _ ' 5, the most that could
;ccomplished in that tme, would be tl o g
¢ the careful study of

1ol read, and teets o be
vner. Lord Bacon says,

'e!
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about 1600 octavo volumes, of 500 pages each. How
small is this number compared with the millions of books in
existence, out of which a selection is to be made. It can-
not then be a matter of small moment, to make such a
choice as will most judiciously serve our purpose, and
enable us to prosccute systematically, whatever line of
study we may take inhand.  And further, when it is recol-

lected that a multitude of active engagements crowd upon i

the attention, and engross the time of a travelling Preacher
—and that with all his eflorts, and the whole possibility of
his exertions, but too few of his hours can be given to study,

ly obvious. v
Y H

But not only ought the best books to be chosen, but 2dly,
itis of the highest consequence that we read and stwdy n

then is the importance of a judicious sclection most striking- g
©
k

order and connection of the principles helonging to those
several subjects. Now inasmuch asthe fields of knowledge
are boundless 5 as there can be no valuable improvement,
without a progressive transition from one subject to anoth-
er, as the passing from one thought to another, without an
effort to classify and arrange, lcaves the mind in a chaos;—
then is it of paramount importance to notice the order in
which our progress is maintained. Without order and meth-

PR ofs 33

o me
T T
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reference to a systematic arrangement of subjects, and a due £

od, indeed, there can be no real progress,descrving the name

. . g & i
of advancement; or as little as might be supposed in the case

:
3

of some luckless vessel, dismantled in a storm, and stripped ¥

of canvass and rudder. She moves indeed, but it is at the
mercy of winds and waves, which roll her hither and thither,
without reference to her original course, or destined port.
And we may add io this, the fine remark of Coleridge, that

“not solely in the formation of the human understanding and £
in the constructions of science and litcrature, the employ- 1

ment of methodisindispensably nccessary; but itsimportance [

1s equally felt and equally acknowledged in the whole econo-
my of active and domestic life.

—the first merit, that which admits neither substitute nor
equivalent, is that every thing is in uts place. Where this
charm is wanting, every other merit either loses its name,

et

From the cottager’s hearth, k;
or the workshop of the artizan, to the palace or the arsenal, }*

i
it

o e
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or becomes an additional ground of accusation and regret.”

Now Theology being the subject to which our principal
energies are to he directed, the Student cannot be too
strongly impressed with a sense of its dignity and value ;
and the estimate which Lz will put upon the other kindred
sciences, will be determined by the extent of their infly.
ence upon, and connection with Theology.  To understand
this aright, it will be important for him'to observe its rela-
tive position, in the circle of knowledge.

The most general outline, which maps ofl into a due
conuection and subordination the scveral departments of
the mighty mass of haman knowledge, is that which con-
templates the relutions of things, and divides these relations
into the two classes of LAW and THEOR Y, aceording as
the mind contemplates relations as neCessury —or as
merely the results of observation. Upon the relations
which the operations or laws of the mind bear to cach

. other, are founded the pure scicneces. On the relations
. which the mind bears to the world without, rest the mixed

and applied.

With the former of these lies our main business.  And in
a systematic course of study, the following would be the
proper arraugement and connection of subjects. 1. Gram-
mar, concerning itself with the fixed relations of significant
language. 2. Logie, embracing the principles of reason-
ing, and the rules of their application. 3. Rhetoric, teach-
ing those universal principles by which truth, ascertained
by the processes of Logie, may he convincingly conveyed
toothers. 4. Mathematics. relating to the fixed laws of
number and figure. 5. Metaphysics, relating to the condi-
tions of our being—or the science of what IS. 6. Moral
Plilosophy, deriving its principles from conscience, natural
religion, and revelation, and teaching the science of what
OUGHT TO BE. Aud 7. Theology, comprchending the
great cause of all being—a science of which the Holy
Scriptures are the living and incxhaustible fountain.

Thus we have before us, in reference to the pure scien-
ces, a method of intellectual procedure, which combines
unity with progression, and will infallibly lead to success.

I 'wish [ could repeat the words, methodical study and

s
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reading, with the emphasis that should leave an md%f.;lru(.:- :
tible impression upon understanding and memery.  Why is
our name Methodist? It were our glory and boast did we
deserve it. And why should we not carry our METHOD- j
ISM into our studies, and march under our de_nommuhppul!,‘,;
banner, from one step to another, of progressive transntloni.;
in intellectual advancement, until we shall have _tmvcl]edgy
around the whole encyclopedia of knowledge.  Our J}opk}v
of Disciplincis true to its nune s it cxcels gl]l f’)tllcl‘s n its
method. Our doctrinal system developed in the mustcrl.y% »
writings of our Founder, carrics unanswerable ]‘)l'l()f)fs, in;
the luminous simplicity and beautifol harmony of its ele--
ments ; and onght always to be studied the l’n(_)lhudl‘cn}:
connection of its great principles. Onr syvsten of clevieal:
operations diverges from a living centre. aud spre:.t‘({]s ],“}
widening circles. according to the faws of @ mcrthot[ al Ox‘:;—i ‘
ing an expansion which nmy = track every sea and tozeh
every shore,” and helt the globe, ml!ymt _fcpblcuess, with
out confusion, witheut interferenen of superior or co-m'd‘l-’t;
nate powers. And shall we be IceMc,.dcmllto?'y. ()z{'/‘/‘zoz'l-:z’g
less, in the prosecution of those masculine stadies o,f “Cb.lix
vouth, and ripe manhood, which are o turms.h intellectua
and moral vicor for the immortal work to which we have
laid our hands 7 1o a word, let us mark well w{mt th_ef_,
father of the modern philosophy has dec]ur{:d on this copi-: |
ous theme :— METIIOD levels on the iutellectual 1101d{'
the giant and the dwarf” _ _

In addition to an erderly and consecutive plan of studies :
theological and literary. allow me to in:\'i:s;t, 3dly, upon llzet‘
accessity of being a Student.* Wisdom, Dr. Hannah hasﬁ-\,
finely said, * has a far more intimate alliance wuth Ca.]m and .
studious thought than with voracious, and often ill-digested
reading.” And vetit is so much easicr to talk than to read;
and to read, than to think, that it is not wm':derful men will,
in this labor-saving age. gallop through this and the other
book, rather than éloxv]y master tho.se pl'uductmnf of the
mighty minds of long-gone vears, wluch arc the glory ‘ofour’i
literature. Newspapers, Pamphlets, Magazines—a litera
ture made up of shreds and patches—a mince-pie and SX”a'.
bub sort of thing, catering to the modern taste for variety;,
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and stimulants, this, I fear, has supplanted the sterling
sense, the vigorous thoughts, the masculine severities of
style that belong to the writers of the 17th and 18th centu-
ries—to the Chillingworths, Barrows, Taylors, Howes,
Baxters,and Wesleys. Thus it comes to pasé that our
scholarship, both inits extent of information, and its intel-
lectual grasp and vigor, is wofully defective. The mind
skims along the surface, gathering indeed excitement and
delectation suflicient to prevent stagnation but it fails
commonly, to push the subject in hand, throngh those
processes of searching thought, and thoroueh analysis, by
“which alone onr reading passes by virtue of the mysterious
-and alchymic powers of the intelleet, into vital nutriment ;
’:' nay becomes part and pareel of our own mental life, and
csends forth it results, stunped with the impress of the
mind's ewn sovereigoty.
\ Let the student then be warned that no rail-road passage
, can b('} t‘nl\cn to intellectual eminence, although we may
oAy over mountain tops on the fiery wings of steam. Let
:him deliberately make it up in his mind, that Jubor, carnest,
:‘vigorous, snst:\iywd labor, is t!xc price (,v‘f.impr.ovement and
Jsuceess. Let hin tue stock for mselfin this concern—
'fiiLct. him feel that the times in- which we live, and the field
; which tasks our cuergies, demands that in understanding
we be men, fullsized, “ of michty bone and bold enter-
_(:prise"——cnpul)]u of holding the helm, and watching the
Incedle, and heaving the lead, when the winds whistlec: and
% the face of sky and sea is black with storms.
g f: » 0) cuu]d we feel adequately the need for this, how ear-
! ¢ nestly would we give all diligence toadd to our faith and
; nanliness, knowledge of every kind that has in it a property
[ to purchase success.  This would furnish us with an ever
3 prompting impulse. in the -tth place, o improve the frag-
1 ments of time, which is another siggestion, I beg to leave,

N ; especially with my junior brethren. ~ It is certain that in
1

¢
;
}
!

El * Gibbon remarks somewhere, that % Salmatius had read as
» much as Grotius—perhaps more. But their different modes of
. readingmade the one an enlightened philosopher, and the other
a pedant, stuffed up with useless erudition.”
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our restless itinerant work, we cannot spend hours togeth-
er, ina-study, as men of letters love to do. If we attain
to the measure of that intellectual stature, which the stres
of the times, the improvement of society, and our position
and responsibilitics demand, it must be by an encrgy which!
puts forth extra cxertions—an indomitable will, that annic
hilates difficultics ; it must be by following up the search:
after trath through many a difliculty and many an inter<-
ruption; “ by hracing the nerves and straining the mental+
powers to the task, with sleepless diligence.”  In a word,
we must stand bravely by those oreat rulesin onr Disci
pline—*never to be unemploved—never he triflingly em-
ployed—mncver while away time.”  The Jews, Archbishog
Leighton tells us, would not willingly tread upon the siall-?
est picce of paper in their way, but took it up; for, said
they, the name of God may be onit. Thus should we fee.
and act in reference to fragments of time, which are all o1
them gifted with soul, capable of immortal improvement:
Instead of despising and throwing them away, beeause the
are but shreds, we should make the improvement of cac
one, as it flits by, a matter as well of conseience as of con-
sciousness.  “ T have lived,” said the great and labor-loving ¢
Dr. Clarke, “to know that the great seeret of human hap-/;
piness”—and well he might have added, human improve-
ment—*is this: never suller your cncrgics to stagnate.
The old adage of ¢ too many irous in the fire,) conveys ar
abominable falschood ; you cannot have too many ; pokerj:
tongs, and all, keep thems all a going.”  As an additiona
illustration, I might mention that the Chanecllor D'Agnes
seau composed a work in three large quarto volumes, by
employing some ten or fificen minutes every day, during:
which his lady was in the habit of deluying before coming
down to dinner.  Sir Thomas Moore composed his Utopiag:
in intervals subtracted from sleep and meals.
Again—as the Student diligently gathers up the fragyg
ments of time, let him be content, if he can do no morep
with small daily accessions, provided they are thorough.
Let him take tinie and pains to master every difliculty as
he proceeds. Let him review to-day the task of yester:
day, and to-morrow the whole—and paticnce and pains,
the motto of Dr. Carey—slow but sure accumulations, willr

:
;
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ipafter a while, ensure respectable scholarship, and build up
sa worthy intellectual character. Nothing from without
scan prevent ultimate success provided the self-fed force of
rstrong determination is maintained within.  Genius is
fthought, is study, is application. The two simple but
smagic words which contain the sceret of Newton's success
Jand greatness, according to his own explanation, are
. 3% patient thonght”  The earnest unalierable resolation is
cthe hattle half won,  Professor Porson, who could at will
crecits any passace from the Greek Poets, thus speaks i—
-.(r“.I never remember any thing hut what I transeribe three
fptimes, or read over six times at leasts and if you will do
.xqihe swne voa will have as aood a memorv”  And Bugene
‘:ri/,‘.rmn.lwp are t.ul}d. mastered the entire circle of ]cari‘i’ing,
(shy stadving five lines at o time. and ceasing not from hi
epdabor till these were thoroughly nr:(]jttiliz'g(ll.lmo ot from bis
i At the riskof anunwarnantable task upon your patience
1¢] must beg roon: for one further sugeestion, It will bc’
thighly advantageous to devote as much lume as possible to
Aeeritine. This will not ouly improve one’s stgle of compo-
tysition, but experienee teaches that to write upon any difli-
tecult subject is one of the best methods of mastering it—
17 And moreover, at the present time, the wants of the Church
-lz‘:md Ler command of the press, increase the demand for
:l--ab]e and accomplished writers. And I need not stop to say,
how much good may be done through this instrumentality.
‘E“Mzn‘hn Luther, in the laiter partof his life, maintained that
y-the Devil in visible shape nsed oceasionally  to visit him.
L Atone particular interview high words passed betiveen the
partics, and the dispute was terminated by the great
,R‘,eﬂn'm_cr's flinging his diukstand at the Devil's head I—
There is n grave moral in this,  Next to the pulpit the
L Devil dislikes the inkstand most—and the quill's point is
4, more mortal to the cause of error than an edge of steel, or
Y the pointof sword or lance. > '
Tl Audpow, my brethren, let us review the subject. The
| Chyistian Ministry exists in the world, to guard, perpetua-
§ ate, and proclaim, through all time, the message of God’s
- redecming mercey to man.  In point of onor, it transcends
v all other callings, simply because it invites us to be “ work-
ers together with God.” Though it offers no worldlv

- -
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emoluments, and least of all, in the ficld we cultivate, yet
in « making many rich” in the treasures of grace and hope,
there is an imperishable good and interest to the faithful ¢
Minister. But still it is un institution full of responsibili- %
ties, fraught with labors and perils.  Tor the weal or the ¢
woe of the world it exists; for the vise or for the fall of
many. Rebert Hall says, that the loss of a sincle sinneris
an event, to shadow forth the horror of which, =it would
not sullice for the sun to veil his face;™Tud the moon her
brightness, or to cover the ocean with motrnmz, or the':
heaven with sackeloth,  Nor were all natare to become -
animated and vocal, would it be possible for her to utter a
groan too deep, or acry too piercing, to farni<h an ade-"°
quate idea of the magnitude and extent of sneh o eatastro-
phe.”  How important then the salvation of wsinelesoul b
But streteh the view to a wider extent——tuke in the great:
social law which binds man to his fellows, and trace the
Jinking as it goes down to an inferminable chain of conse- 4
quences, connecting the unborn and mighty future with the;
present,  Follow out in the mind’s cye, all the consequen-;
ces upon posterity of a single mau's conversion ; and then'
up to the Judgment Seat, ad on,and on, into the dim and‘w}f;
changeless for-erer,beyond s and then say with what stirred
sensibilities, with what vital and sustained eneruics, the
Minister of Jesus Christ should plv his task of toil and |
triamph ! Every sermon which achicves somcthing—and
no other sort should a heaven-baptized Minister wish tof
preach—strikes a blow which is felt to the end of time.:
Every such effort stirs an undulation upon the dead calm
of the human heart, which shall move and swell ina broader; &
ripple, till it touches the last race of men that shall live.
« Words,” as Hazlitt has nobly said, « are the only things
that last forever.” Ave, words that enshrine the story ofi
the Cross—that bear {rom the throne the message of God’sy;
mercy to a captive, sin-ruined world ; words that shall bez
repeated from age to age, with a louder emphasis, with af$
sweeter melody—till the sound melts all hearts, and flyinggs
over seas and lands, '
# Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round "
Is not this the fit time to press upon you, the claims o3
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i the country that gave us birth, and that protects us in the
- ¢ rights of consrience, and throws around us the cuardian-

i ship of wholesome and cquitable laws. That country

 has a right to look to the Christian Ministry as a fountain

| of conservative influences, T, for one, firmlv helieve that

: civil freedom can never sustain itself without the aid of the

| Gospel.  Jesus Christ must be the * corner-stone” of the
¢ temple of our libertics, and knowledge and Christian virtue

(must be the stability of our thnes if. as 2 nation, we cver

ireach a happy and illustrions destiny,  And now stretch
your thoughts over the length and breadih of our land.
wBehold the millions that make up our population. Con-
stemplate the vastand growing disproportion between the
greligions and the irreligions. Fore soul-datnning  heresy
Wspreads its wasting infeetion—ihere open Infidelity {lings
i*llor,?se its black banner, and marehes rank and file, as well as
i chiefs, 1o the atiack apon Cliristianity, Large portions of
#,the American press are the engines of ealumny ; and among
i-these, and climing pre-ciaience for scurri]ify, are several
fjwhosc noble labor it is to mix. and stir, and pour out the
t-black bile ofa malignity, bitter as hell's vomitings, against
ta Church which tronbles them not. save as her pros})erity
1 and favor with the Awmerican people sickens them.  Mark
{ moreover the licentiousness of voung nen, the ambition
¢ and coveteusness of old men. Sce how gold s enshrined

i high places ; and as the tatelar divinity receives the wor-
gship of the land.  Mark well all this, and then say. where
i s the grand conservative power which shall arrest the
y march of these clements of national ruin? I know of
Unothing but the Gospel of the grace of God.  Where its
¢ mllowed influence goes, there true patriotism lives,  He
(, whose heart is pervaded by its sanctifying leaven; who
L toves God, and for God's sake loves his neighbor; who
- pbeys allhuman law, beeause of duty to God ;” and whose
: ponscience is not satisfied unless his motives, intentions,
I ind actions, are all right; who, in a word, is a Christian
[ mwardly and owtwardly ;—he alone challenges to himself
¢ she name of lover of his country.  The safety of our broad
candis found in the multiplication of such men, iu every
¢ ;ank and grade of socicty. They are the saving salt of

JR—
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the public body—and eternal Providence will save any g
nation so long as it is worth prescrving. :

To the Christian Ministry we turn, as the Ilcaven- ﬁj
appointed instrument for aceomnplishing these great results, &
Bat if, in the stress of these times, we are to look for great
moral achicvements, how exeellent inust be the furniture,
mental, moral, and cven physical ?

This, then, is our WORK 5 and well may we tremble at
its responsibilitics.  {f it terminated at the saving of a sin-
gle soul from death, how noble would be the prize.  If it
grasped only civil and social blessings, how illustrious &
would be the oflice of the Cluistian Ministry ! But
behold—the story of its trivnphs,unfinished at the last sylla-
ble of living time, is cancht up, and pealed in the clang of &
the judgment-bringine trump, and cchoed through eternity
in the awards of the great day.

May Inot then ask, in disinissing the subject, if such an
office and function does not rightly demand the most
laminous perceptions of the Divine character ; the greatest
Jealousy for the honor of God 5 the inost unwavering loyalty |
to his govermment?  Does it not requive sympathies of
the deepest tone, and of the stronzest hold on our fellows 3
—a compassion which ideinifies itself with the saddest form ¢
of human woce—and a /uee which flies on swift wings to
bring available relicf?  Oucht it not to fix the concentra-
tion of mighty aflections upon its desired results, and keep
in vigorous play the encraics of a fuith which poises itself :
with steady confidence npon the trath, power, and mercy
of God. ks

And morcover, ought it not to demand the most careful
cultivation of the mind—the largest knowledge—the con- -
stant tension of the full measure of mental strength. :

To sum up the whole, in one word, ought we not to
seek, with restless ardor of faith and prayer, to be Minis-
ters of the Spirit, anointed  with his plentiful unction,
responding to his gushing sympathies, and crowned, through
his blessing, with large and scripturally marked success !
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COURSE OF STUDY,

—— s e

For THE MEMBERS oF THE MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SocIEe-
7y or tHE S. C, CONFERENCE,

Dear Brethren—1 take the carliest opportunity of sub-
mitting to you the following paper, in relation to a course
of study, literary and theological, which has been drasvn up
in compliance with a resolution of the Socicty at the last
Conference. I have aimed at such a methodical arrange-
ment of subjects, as will furnish a progressice lransition
from one subject to another; and the conrse at the same
time has been narrowed down to the smallost dimensions 3

!

consistent with completeness. Without racthed in our
reading and study, noreal advancement cail he expected,
whatever stiv and movement may mark our intellectual
exertions : and with too wide a field before him, there 1s
danger that the young travelling preacher, amidst the
multitude and ureency of his professional engagements,
should grow disconraged and attempt nothing. IIis motto
must nceessarily be, * multum legendum, non multa,” as ¢
much as possible to be read, in the smallest possible num-
ber of books.

The first named books in cach subject, arc to be consid-
ered TexTs to be studied and mastered by careful and
searching analysis. Along with these arc placed the col- |
lateral books of REFERENCE to be read or consulted in |

connexion.
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LitErary.

1. Grammar. Lowth’s or Murray's Teat. Harris® !
Hermes, Stoddart’s Treatise on Grammar : References:

2, Logic. Hedge's Logic, Text. Kirwan, and Whate-
ly, References: i

8. Rhetoric. Blair's Lectures, Tert. Kaime’s Elements
of Criticism, Campbell’s Philosophy of Rhetoric, and
Whately’s Rhctorie, particularly the last, Referencss.

4. Metaphysics. Stewart’s Blements, or Upham's Men- '
tal Philosophv, (Edition of 1837) Tert.  References:
Hedge’s Abridgement of Brown’s Philosophy, Locke’s
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Essay on the Understanding, or best of all, Cousin’s Fle-
ments of Physiology, translated from the French byHenry,
a work which cannot be too strongly recommended to
those who are about to tread the mazes of metaphysics.

5. Moral Philosophy. Wayvland's Fllements of Moral
Science, Text.  Beattic’s Elements and McIntosh’s History
of the Progress of Lthical Philosophy, References.

THEOLOGICAT.

At the head of this subject we place the BisLe: the Old
Testament « the bright and morning star ;” the New—the
risen, cleudless, unsctting sun.

Preparatory to the study of the Scriptures: 1. The
necesstly and historical evidences of Revelation should be
studicd.  Text, Paley’s Kvidences, or 1st part of Watson’s
Institutes.  References, Chalmers’ Evidences, Paley’s Hore

Ve
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canvassed in Watson's Theological Institutes.  References,
Wesley’s Original Sin, and Fletcher’s Checks.

A reference to the Lives of Arminius, _Eplscoplus, and
Goodwin will be valuable on the subject of general

mption.

rC('lf '{')he next important subjects which present them-
selves, arc justification, regeneralion, the witness of the
Spirit, and entire sanctification. : |

Wesley’s Sermons < 7¢ the great text-book to a Mclh9-
dist Preacher on thesc vital doctrines.  Consult Watson's
Observations in reply to Southev, on the subject of perso-
nal as arance.  Dwight's Theology, vol 3d, presents m a
brief - nd handsome stvle, the Calvinistic view rof! these
subject=.  Allow me again to referto Wesley's Works, on
this particnlar range of doct-nes.  Ie well deserves the
itle which has somctimes beea given him, * the great Di-
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:

-t Paulinw, and Butler’s Analogy. vine of religious experience.” _ ‘
i1 2. 'The inspirationof the Scriptures.  On this ground, ! 8. Finally, the doctrine of the resurrection and futare
11 chicfly is the battle fought. between faith and rationalism. § rewards and punishments. Taylor's ,Phy‘smal Theory of
1" Let the Student master thoroughly the article on the sub- another Life, Teet. Consult Watson's rlhco]o’glc‘ul Insti-
(Ot ject i1 Watson's Theological Dictionary.  References, tutes, Part ii. at the close of chap. xxix, Benson’s Sermons,
t¢ Dick on Inspiration, Campbell’s Preliminary Dissertations, on the subjects, o . .
# ¢ Diss. 1, Part 1, and Horne’s Introduction, vol. 1, Appendix 9. The dutics of Christianity.  Watson's Institutes, Text.
; i1 No. I Wardlaw’s Christian Lithics, Reference.

c2 3. The use and limitation of reason in relation to Reve- Hrsroricar

U Jation. Richard Watson's Letter to Dr. Clarke, Text. STORICAL. o

: 1. Feclesiastical.  Giescler’s Text-book of Beclesiastical

References, Lllis” Knowledge of Divine Things, the Chap-
ter on Mysterics in Dr. Gregory's Letters, and the 10th
Chapter in Chalmer’s Evidences.

4, The divine attributes, natural and moral, Watson’s
Theological Institutes, Teut.

5. The doctrine of the Trinity, Watson’s Theological
Institutes, Text. Waterland's Vindication, and Horseley’s
Tracts, References.

6. We have now reached a point in the science of The-
ology, at which the state, character, and hopes of man, come
up for consideration ; and properly in the following order :
1. Hisoriginal state. 2. Hisdepravity. 8. The relations
he at present sustains to God under the remedial provisions
of the Gospel.  This whole subject is thoroughly and ably

History, translated by Cunningham, is the best we possess
on that subject. Consult as References, Mosheim and
Miluer, and particularly the follewing works of Taylor:
Euthusiasm, Fanaticism, and Spiritual Despotism.

9. Leclesiastical Constitutions and the Episcopal Con-
troversy. A work of high character on these subjects is
vet a desideratum in the Methodist T Chuorch. DI:. Bungs
late publication, however, contains a sound and satisfactory
argument on the question at issuc.  Allow me to recom-
mend to those of our junior brethren, who have neither time
nor means to consult extensive auathoritics, the careful
study of an article to be found in the July No. of 1831, of
the Methodist Magazine and Review, from the masterly
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pen of R. Watson, on the subject of a divinely called Min-
1stry, and Dr. Emory’s « Episcopal Controvery Reviewed.”
For the Constitutions of Methodism, consult Watson’s
Life of Wesley, the Journals of Mr. Wesley, and Dr.
Emory’s Defeuce of our Fathers. ,

Prorang.

1. Universal History. Tytler.

2. Hallam’s Middle Ages.

3. Russel's Modern Europe,

4. Bancroft’s United States, and Marshall’s Life of
Washington.

To the members of the Mutual Tmprovement Society,
for whose speeial benefit the foregoir. - course is intended,
I beg to add, though with great respee: and deference, a
word :  Reading is the food of thought 5 and some books,
says Lord Bacon, are to be chewed and digested.  Let vs
not be in haste, however.  * Wisdom bas a far more inti-
mate aliance with calm aund studious thought, than with
voracious, and often ill-digested reading.”  Let us aim at
being reading and thinking men. Let us read svstemati-
callv.  Let us think scvercly,  The bow of the Gospel
which sends a barbed and piercing shaft, abides in its
strength s and the arm which draws it eflectually, must
have masculine vigor in it.  Tet us, by all the love we have
for the truth 5 by all the hope of suceess, and by a!l that
range of ultinate and far-stretching consequences which oo
out from ministerial labor, well condneted, O let us avoid
dealing in misty generalities, in full repetitions of former
exercises,  The truth is mighty in our hands, when our
own hearts feel its foree and freshuess.  Thus to feel it,
however, requires not only the spirit of genuine devotion
to Grod, but likewise the bracing of the nerves, and strain-
ing of the mind in a tireless parsuit along all those paths
where truth is to be found.  Indeed a genuine devotion,
naturally tends to the improvement of all our powers,

Ina word, let us be willing to do the best, and the most,
that our circumstances will allow.

Very respectfully,
W. M. WienT™AN.

Colesbury, May 6, 1839.
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