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June 20, 2023

To: Dr. Phillip Stone, Conference Archivist

From: Diane Martin
Ebenezer UMC Orange Cir/278025

Re: Requested Records

The following records contain history, membership rolls, baptism and marriage
records. The quality of the records vary due to age. |do not have access to
administrative records, conference reports, etc., as no records were found at the

church.

I may be reached at 803-240-2548 or email martindd2@comporium.net.

Thank you.



VARIOUS HISTORIES



A History of Orange Circuit
Ebenezer United Methodist Church

The history of the Orange Circuit dates back to the early 1800’s. However, in its current form it was established in 1989
to include Ebenezer United Methodist Church, St. John's United Methodist Church, and Trinity United Methodist
Church.

The following section is reprinted in a condensed version from a historical accounting written by Mrs. Dell
Jeficoat in 1986. It is with much appreciation that we acknowledge her tireless effort to make sure that the history of
Ebenezer is remembered by all.

Two hundred years ago in 1786, settlers were laying their claims to the land on which they had built their
homes in this area. They were clearing land, raising families, building bridges. What about churches?
Ebenezer came out of Jefcoats’ Meeting House, so named for the Jefcoats who settled here.
In 1790, there were six Jeffcoat men living here, six boys under sixteen and a number of females in addition to other
settlers. When did they build a church?

The W.P.A. has on record at the Carolina Library that Ebenezer was established in 1808 and that Bishop
Francis Asbury visited here. 1 found no proof of either statement.

Did these people of faith live here for more than twenty years before establishing a place of worship? We think
not, and stand by Rev. Enoch Finklea and our beautiful sign by the road.

The crude log meeting house was an appointment to the Orange Circuit. There was a Quarterly Conference
held there, the 15th and 16th of September 1820. Only four other meetings were recorded prior to this, the first being
Cattie Creek, August 7, 1819. Jefcoats Meeting House was represented at each meeting.

The circuits were so large and the appointments so many, a circuit rider came by only once a month. A total of
forty-five circuit riders had served the Meeting House from 1820 to 1841, the most famous being Rev. A. McCorquodale
from Scotland and the Junior preacher Rev. A. M. Crietzburg who served the Orangeburg District seven years. Later as
Dr. Crietzburg, he is the author of Early Methodism in the Carolinas and mentions Jefcoats’ Meeting House in his book.

The churth was moved to the Hollow Creek Circuit in 1825; Barnwell Circuit, Charleston District in 1833; and
back to Orangeburg Circuit in 1840. There were many moves in the long history of this church.

In 1832 or '33, the log meeting house was replaced with a crude frame building with bodrd shutters on the
windows. There were two front doors and wide steps extending across the front.

During the mid-1840’s the meeting house was deeded to the Methodist Episcopal Church by Urbane E.
Jeffcoat. The meeting house is referred to as Ebenezer for the first time at a Quarterly Conference meeting heid at
Saddlers Swamp Campgrounds QOctaber 3, 1845.

On February 2, 1865, the church, caught in the crossfire of Sherman’s troops and the Contederate militia, was
hit and ignited. The fire was extinguished by Walter T. Harley. This church was torn down and a new one was begun
during the pastorate of Ed Smith, 1899, or O. A. Jeffcoat, 1900. When Rev. J. K. Inabinet came here in December of
1502, the church was "hulled in,” to quote him and “completed in the fall of 18027

The new church was a long frame building like the previous one, but the interior was finished and it had glass
windows. It was dedicated by Dr. J. A. Clifton, November 9, 1902. His text was Ephesians 3:21. The Trustees were
W.D. Harley, J.A. Fleming, and W.Q. Jackson. The stewards were W.D. Harley, W.N. King, and R.B. Hydrick.

The first “Woman’s Missionary Society” was organized October 15, 1916 by Mrs. Ollie Schoenberg. The
charter members were Mrs. Schoenberg, Mrs. A M. Reed, Mrs. J.C. Kennerly, Mrs. L. M. Jeffcoat, Mrs. Lillie Jeffcoat,
and Mrs. Bessie Jeffcoat.

Mr. Jeff King was possibly the first Sunday School Superintendent. He died in 1895. Mrs. Lucilie Jeffcoat said
that he, his son Wilson, and grandson Webster served at one time, alternating Sundays. Mr. W. H. Jeffcoat began
serving about 1913 and served for about forty-eight years. Others who have served are Lewis Kennerly, Tom Jackson,
Alvin Roof, Wilson Jeffcoat, and presently Mike Jeficoat.

The first musica] instrument was a tiny organ purchased in 1875. Mrs. Rachel H. Livingston was the first
organist. Many organist and pianist have served since then, the present being Roger Jeffcoat, who has served about
twenty-five years. ’

During the pastorate of D.E. Jeffcoat (1922-25) Sunday School rooms were added; the entrance and windows
were changed also. This was the church | came to as a bride in 1939. | loved this church where my six children were
brought up, but something happened in the sixties and the church was scarcely lukewarm and attendance was very

poor.
D



w?

& Orange Circuit

Then in 1967, Rev. Enoch Finklea came — warm compassionate, loving, filled with the Holy Spirit beaming with such joy
and excitement that the dying ember that was Ebenezer burst into a flame under his guidance and the attendance grew.

Memories are made of these: A joyous fellowship saturating the church surpassing anything we had ever known
before. Working together, fund raising projects, increased offerings, an overflowing crowd for the last happy«sad
homecoming in the oid church, May 1969. Going to the community center for Sunday AM Worship that winter and early
spring. Getting out of bed at sunrise to open the door for our pastor exploding with excitement over the progress being
made on the church building, or some other new idea he had in mind. Homecoming in the beautiful new church May 4,
1969. Elsie Rast organized a choir. She and Lou Ellen Jeffcoat cutting robes from pretty blue material. Toc many
memories o put in this space!

We are looking forward to exciling things happening this year; a comprehensive siudy of First John by the
entire church in the classrcoms and preached from the pulpit, Vernon Bauer is in charge; a special Easter service;
Homecoming in May; a great Veterans Day Celebration, and many other happenings.

To God be the glory!

ADDENDUM:

Since 1986, Rev. Finklea retired and Ebenezer joined the Orange Circuit in 1989. In 2003, a new Women'’s
Circle was chartered as the Faith Circle and in its first year of existence was designated a Five-Star unit and received a
mission award.

Every year the vacation Bible School sets a new record for attendance. It continues to be one of the church’s
most effective programs.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church continues 1o be a beacon for Christ on the hill at Poole’s Mill.
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: Rev. D. A. Ogburn
i860 Rev. Alaxander B. Stevens - Rev. James Stacy P_E.

Rev. John Lee Dixon .

1861 Rev. A, B. Stephens - Rev.F. A. Mood P.E.
Rev. R:B. Tarrent

1862 Rev. John Kelly - - Rev. W. G. Connor P. E.

Rav. A. J. Stokes
1862 Ebeneguer was transferred to Blackville Circuit then te Upper Edisto Circuit
1878. :1 have no record for 16 years on Blackville Circuit.
Upper Edistq Circuit 1878 Orangeburg District
1878 Rev. John B Massebeau
Rev. Richard R. Dagnall
1882 Rewv. Allison B. Lee
1883 Rev. Murdock M. Ferguson
1885 Rev. D. A. Schumpert

Rev. John Austin Wi
1886 Rev. M. M. Ferguson
1890 Rev. James Clark Abney

1894 Rev. John Nelson Wright
1895 Rev. 1. E. Smith

1896 Rew. John Thomas McFarland \
1897 Rev. I E. Smith

1899  Rev. O. A Jeffcoat J
1900 Rev. James K. Inabinette Vs
1903 Rev. J. C. Holly i
Upper Edista Circuit to Wagener MISSIOII
1907 Rew. Isaac N. Stone

1908 Rew. Daniel R. Roof

1909 Rew. Robert C. Boulware

1910 Rev. J. E. Taylor

1911 Rev. W. D). Quick

1915 Rev. W. T. Patrick

1918 Rev. J. H. Montgomery

1920 Rew. J. Metze

1922 Rev. D. E. Jeffcont

1926 Rev. M. W. Harvey

1928 Rew. R. M. Tucker i
1929 = Rew.W.Goodwin - .

1932 Rev. John W. Cooley

1936 Rev. George T. Hughes

1937 Rev. 8. R. Glenn

1939 Rew. J. A Bledsoe

1941 Rev. L. W. Shealey

1944 Rev. M. Clyde Hendnx

1947 Dr. A. D. Betts
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Membership Rolls
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1969 Ebenezer Membership Roll

Dorothy D. Andrews
Iris K. Carter

Ruth Copeland
Mary H. Courts
Cecil Davis

Henry Davis
Margaret H. Davis
Peggy J. Davis
Nancy J. Ellisor

J. W. Evans
Minnie Evans
Kissie Flake
Burton Gunter
Ray Gunter

Annie Harley
Bertie Lee Harley
Edna Harley Roof
Edward Harley
Gladys Harley
Jean Harley
Mildred C. Harley
Myrtle B. Harley
Thomas C. Harley
Walter Harley
William N. Harley
Patsy Hydrick
Vivian H. Inabinet
Annie Lee Jackson
Carrie Mae Jackson
Charles B. Jackson
Conklin Jackson
Eddie Jackson
Evelyn Jackson
Harris Lane Jackson
Jeane Jackson

Johnnie Jackson

J. W. (Sonny) Jackson
Lynda Jackson
Mary Ann Jackson
Michael Jackson
Mildred J. Jackson
Polly Jackson

Tom B. Jackson
Tommy Dene Jackson
Woodrow Jackson
Annie Lou Jeffcoat
Basil Jeffcoat

Ben A. Jeffcoat
Bessie J. Jeffcoat
Betty J. Jeffcoat
Blight Jeffcoat
Brantley Jeffcoat
Carl Jeffcoat
Carolyn Jeffcoat
Cecilia Jeffcoat
Clyde Jeffcoat
Diane Jeffcoat
Donald Jeffcoat
Doris Jeffcoat
Elaine Jeffcoat
Elzadie Jeffcoat
Everette Jeffcoat
Fletcher Jeffcoat
Franklin Jeffcoat
Huey Jeffcoat
Jackie Jeffcoat
James Jeffcoat
Jessie Jeffcoat
Monroe Jeffcoat
Jennifer Jeffcoat



Junelle Jeffcoat
Kenneth Jeffcoat
Leon Jeffcoat

Lou Ellen Jeffcoat
Mary E. Jeffcoat
Myers Jeffcoat
Michael Jeffcoat
Rita Jeffcoat

Roger Jeffcoat
Ronald Jeffcoat
Rosa Lee Jeffcoat
Roscoe C. (Butch) Jeffcoat
Roxanne Jeffcoat
Ruby Jeffcoat
Ruby F. Jeffcoat
Thelma Jeffcoat
Vera Jeffcoat
Vondelle Jeffcoat
Wiley Paul Jeffcoat
Willie R. Jeffcoat
Wilson Jeffcoat
Onida J. Johnson
Bobby Justus
Everette Justus
Harvey Justus
Lizzie Justus

Ann Kennerly
Carroll Kennerly
Delaine Kennerly
Henriette Kennerly
Jan Kennerly

J. C. Kennerly
Kenneth Kennerly
Lewis Kennerly
Mary Alice Kennerly
Donnie Kirkland
Harry C. Kirkland

Isaac Kirkland
Lenora Kirkland
Lillias Kirkland

Otis Kirkland

Mary Lee Kittrell
Elizabeth J. Lane
Elva K. Leaphart
Dan Livingston
Erskin Livingston
Ewart Livingston
Fennis Livingston
Gloria Livingston
Homer Livingston
Keith Livingston
Melveria Livingston
Melvin Livingston
Judy Lucas
Margaret McCullum
Edith McGinnis
Archie Mclver

Billy Mclver
Darling Mclver
Debbie Mclver
Delayne Mciver
Fletcher Mclver
Mrs. Fletcher Mclver
Jerry Mclver

Lisa J. Mclver
Percy Mclver
Wayne Mclver
Berniece J. Morgan
Lavisa H. Murphy
Martha J. Odom
Mariette Poole
Frank Poole, Jr.
Freddie Poole
Letha L. Poole



Rosa Nell Poole

Ollie Rawls

Patricia Redd
Magnolia Rutland
Maythell Sharpe
Melva K. Sharpe
Berry Shockley
Carlton Smith

Gladys Smith

Lindsay Smith

Vesta Mae Sturkie
Elizabeth Tindal
Eulalie Tindal

Lester Tindal

Patsy Tindal

Stella Tindal

Nell J. Ulmer

Sadie K. Wannamaker
Tommy R. Wannamaker
Peggy J. White
Barbara J. Williams
Alice Williamson
Bertha Williamson
Colie Williamson
Colie A. Williamson, Jr.
Jerry Williamson
Larry Williamson

Lois Williamson
Patricia Williamson

This list is complete to the best of our
knowledge.

Rev. Enoch Finklea, Jr.
Ebenezer United Methodist Church



MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
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