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HISTORY OF MACEDONIA UNITED METHODIST AHURCH
Revised and Updated
History. which is events of the past, often holds wvery
tittle =zignificance for many of us. When, however, it deals with
that group of men and women whose names are familiay to us, who
first met together to build Macedonia Church, history has a real
meaning, particularly when we think of the hope, faith, visgion
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and love of those early pioneers. They, who had the courage and
foresigiht to start a church which Hhae not  only deepened the
gpiritual life of ocur own pecple.  but has heen the means of
carrying the gospel to other lands less fortunate than we. BAg
Macedeniang, we chould  be proud for our church has the honor of
beinz  one of  the oldest churches in Marion County and was the
Firash ohoreh »i1d githin the corporate limits of Mulline.

Macedonia had its early beginrings in 1786. 1t was known as
"Smith's Meeting House" and was built on Morgan Swamp just belaw
the present site of Center Church. off of Highwav #7¢  hetween
Milling and Nichels The first Dbuilding was erected in 1704
under the leadership of Hope Hull and Jeremiah Mastin. wha wevs
the first ministers to serve the Pee Des Circuit.

The Pee Dee Circuit was formed at the Conferencs of 1786 in
North Carolina. To take charge of this immense territory and two
hundred ninety-five members, there was appointed for the vear
1786, Jeremiah Mastin and Hope Hull. Under their ministry +thae
Pee Dee was ewept by a mighty revival. and after giving due
‘'t for the lititle accompliched before their coming. Mastin
11 may wvery dustly be regarded as the Apostles of Pae Dee
tem, It  is probable that Methodism of this section owss
¢ these two men than any others who have labhored here.
labors during the year 1786 resulted in an ingathering o
500 members and the erection of 27 meating houses.

The first building was 16x20 feet and was built of unbarked
nine poles. It had pole seats, pegs for legs and a dirt floor.
Boards held by weod pins formed the cover. The pulpit was huilt
as high as a man's chest, according to the custom «f that day.
The famous Bishep Francis Asbury visited this church February 18.
1787 when he stopped to eat with Moges Smith, for whom the church
was named . Hardee Lewis., John McLean, Dawvid Newton and g. W.
Hart were helpers in this work.

This small building served as a place of worship for the
people of this community until 1820 when a new building was
erected Iin  front of the road leading acreose Little Pes Dee Rivay
at  New Bridge on the west cide of the road  from Gilechrist'se
Brldxe be Mitler's Churoh, The =second church was rnamed
"Mocedsnia ! the  heloved name  oun church  s2t:i11 hears, The
Dualding wag = dovhle-rnidin log  house 20n735%  fast with slah-pole



szatz, pegs for legs and a =lab floor. The "Amen" gze=alts vere
huilt of sawed and dressed lumber with backs, and placed in the
~syner of the church facing the pulpit.

The men in charge of the new Macedonia were James D. Smith
f Moses Smith),. George W. Hart., Dr. Daniel Gilchrist, John
an, Sclomon Huggins and others.

Retween 1850 and 1854 a new frame building was erected a few
hundred yards below the old church. Graves atil? mari the spot.
~e the congregation worshipped until 1872 when the building was
down. hrought to Mullins, rebuilt and used ag a achool .,
Boe-waive +o the minutes in the 1866 Quarterly Conference,
ascsessed $40.00 for the year. Quating from  the
minutes of 1870 on the general state of the church: "Since
entering upon the work, we have labored to the hest of our
shility to improve the spiritual conditions af cour churck, which
iz admitted by all and deplored by many, to he a very unhealthy
rondition. growing out of the fallowing evils in our midst.
(1) General soldness and indifference on the part of many of the

membershinp of the church, (2) An unwarrantable use of strong
drinlk. ') A great disposition on the part of many af the wvoung
memhars to sngage in the populous amusementes of the day. I ~uay
affryrte be correct these evils, it is but right fto  say thwat the
pastor had the hearty cocperation of many faithful hrethren and
=oms  success so far has been very gratifying. Signed: J.0W.
Kelly, Pasgtor.” Are the problems of today too different  from
those of 18607 The minutes report that in rold weather the
Sunday Schocls went info what was called "Winter Quariers" -
meaning no Sunday School.

In 1872 a rnew two-story building 40x60 feet was built in
cooperation with the Masons. The lot fthe present site of our
~hurch) was given by Dr. Rudolph Vampill. After the building was
conetructed, the Masons occupied the top stor and the church,
the lower floor. Women and girle in this early church sat
together on the north side of the church and the men and boys sat
an the oppngite side. The Rev. W. W. Jones was pastor.

Juet to give you & glimpse into the past, I want to guote
again from the minutes and <=show how the stewards in 1870
ectimated their assessments or expenses for the year:

“100 bu. corn @ %1.50 per bhu. $150.00

2.000 lbhbs. fodder @ $1.50 per hund. 30.00

4 harrels fleur 6 $10.00 a barreld0.00
1500 lbs. bacon @ .12 1/2 a 1lh. 187.50
=00 lhs., lard @ .15 a 1b. 30.00

200 lbs. sugar @ .15 a lb. 30.00
2 Yhe, coffes 0 ) h 7.50

a
10 gallons syrup @ .75 a gal.7.50



Iomack @ $2.25 a sachk 2.25

a0 1hs, 0 ® 00 2 1h. 7 20

1/2 how candles @ $4.00 2.00

4 gallons kerosene @ .50 a gal 2.00
8 cords wood @ $1.25 a cord 10.00

TTTTTTTOTAL NECESSARY EYPENGESS. 05 DL Y

Twenty-gix women met with the Rewv. 5. J. Hill on July 4,

1878 and organized the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society which
was the beginning of our Women's Society of Christian Servica
with Mrs. N. C. McDuffie as the first president.

Myllineg had & population of 262 din 1890 and Mr. W. W.
“sllers in hig History of Marien County had this o =3y
~ancerning Mullins: “In one respect. Mullins has outstripped all
Athar towns ir the county, Marion not ewcepted, and that is in

s

zstablishing and keeping her Sunday Schools, in  both Ther
shurehes . {Baptists had Dbuilt a church.) They were 1iving,
meving institutions years ago, and the interest in them does not
meem to aba*e. either in attendancs or in mastering the lessons.
No other public Sunday meeting, however important . is allowed to
sids-ty=r~lk their Sunday Scheols. It has been so for years - the
1n+erﬂct in them does not seem to abate in the least The moral
influences at Mulling, which are good, may Dbe attr1buted in great
ra“* to these Sunday Schools, which have besen in e“‘etﬁﬁce for oA

generation, and it tells upon the town and surrounding country.

When Macedenia hosted a Hemecoming in 1955, it was thought
t~ he the first, but T found that in 1880 a similar gathering was
held in Mullins for the entire district. Notice the good adwvice

given hy the pastors "We are pleased to report that during the
guarter we h VP 11 Sunday Schools. For the most part these
arhonle  have been well officered and well c¢onducted. Live
~ffirere and teachers make live Sunday Schools. When a feacher
cEa tn study and  learn. he(she) ceases to teach - the clae=
WANES diez. If the teacher has nothing new. nothing fresh
and tells nothing more than the students already know. they will
ool entertainment elsewhere. Signed: S. J. Hill., Pastor.’

I now quote from a letter written by Uncle Noah W. (ooper »f
Nashville, Tennessee to Rev. Juiius Clark:

"I Joined the Metheodist Church in Mullins 1n 18R1  and have
heen a regular church attendant ever since. td Macedonia ig
full ~f asweet memories for me. My father, mothe1 and all!l of
theirr children were members there. My father. Noah Bryant
Cooper, was superintendent of Sunday School for many vyears. I
~ften call to mind the saints who gathered there in years gone by
“s =ing God's praises; intensify their fellowship: and to vrenew
rheir veoews to do justly. love mercy, and walk humbly with their
God . There were GStephen Smith, Gause Smith, Elmere BSmith, John
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Geocrge Rogers. Chalmers Rogers, Royv Rogers, FBo

James Norten, Fannie MeDuffie, A, E. Gilchrist. Jshncs P dat
Mzeolo Martin, Val Mayrdtir 'Pig’ Neii McMillan. Ben Carmlﬁhael. Ty,
T, T. Ford, Dr. William Harrell, RBen Fllis, Evander Fdwards,
Ma jor Byrd, Melvwin Fdwards, J. C. Teasley, William Hardwick and
many others, Mr. W, A, Hardwick and his family were regular
funday Scheol and  church attendants: for 26 vears Mr., Hardwick
never missed a Sunday."

According to the Marion Star, May 20, 1896, Mullins
Methodists had Sunday School picnics:

"Mulling Mehtodist Sunday School Piecnic®
{Aceount taken from Marion Star, May 20, 1894)

Ac  the heading indicatzss the Mullins ZSunday Schocl, on
Friday last, had a most delightful picriec at Smith's Mill,

Thiz Sundsy Schoel has over 200 scholars on the roall, with a
corp of ealrnes ) teachers, and for its Superintendent that whole-
goal Thryiztian gentleman, Mr. B, 6. Smith.

This Sunday School has the Dbest record for the areatsst
numhey of scholars, according to population, of any Sunday School
in the County. Taken as a whole, this Sunday School iz the
hanner Hunday Stheool of the County.

At this delightful picnic over 200 c¢hildren., parents and

inz faﬂ guests were entertained in the way that only those good
people know how to entertain. and make everysne enjoy
themuelves and feel that it was geod to be there.

%
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Such a feast of good things that the tables groaned with
their Dburdens of the fat of the land--turkeys, chickens. hams
without number. cakes, pies of all descripticons. with coffse,
lemonade, ice cream and strawberries, all in abundance; and best
~f all, 1t was according to Methodist doctrine., "free to all"
and =ti1ll the irvitatior waz "let whomscever will come" and eat

Yez, these good people around Mullins are of the hest, ves
the very "salt of *he earth.” I would like to particularize =some
~f thoze pecple by name, but that would not do, frr wit ‘“H*
srrention they did their hest to make everyons present happy.

The children—God bless them——they had a bkig time,

noatriding. fighing, swimming, and the young ladies and gentlemen
enioved themselves  just like wife and I usad +co do  ~n such
arcagione, maling love to each other; and the ﬁldmv folks eniovad

ing the children and voung follks enioy ‘Hﬂmﬂm}ve?‘ and
emembered way back "When you and I were young., Maggie.

I attended many Sunday School picnice at Hugging' Landing.
The women filled trunks with all sorts of good things — the food
was delicious but the high~light of the day was the lemcnade
lIncie Giles Haves (custodian for many yvears) mads in large wooden

tuhsz, IIntil this day. I have never tasted arv to equal it, He
n2ver let it run out. Those were great days and QHﬁday Srhand

and Church attendance were high.



tman;  Crouch and Mrs., J. R, Will-ams {Runt
dieg. hitched John Wesley to a wagon and drova
1

the first

ueber for our present church in lanl When
My, Vance Martir was asked if John Wesley was a mule., he wac
indignant. He replied, "Of course not! No mule ever had such =
high class name. John Wesley was the rnrettiest horse you eveyr
saw. "

In the diary of Rev. Simeon Campbell was found this
netation:  "The Methodist Church at Mullins was begun the first
waelk in November, 1901. The first service was held in it Sunday,
June &, 1902 when the paster, Rev, A, B. Watson, preached the
sermon. ' Duy mresent church building stands as 2 monument to hic
untiring labors and that of his cocperative congregation,

The bell in Macedonia which calles us +o worahip was given b
Dy I:hin Bethea, grandfather of Mre. Emily Bethea Townes. T+ was
guite a  ~oincidence that when the hell rang for the first time
Ttotolled the death of Dr. Bethestco grand-daughter, Mary Bethes,

whe died May 4, 1002,

5,

The firat two people to join Macedonia in ites present site
were  Mr, Willie Merritt and his gister, Mrs. Mary Merritt
Yarhoro.  Both served the church faithfully for many vears.

jan

The first couple married in the new Macedonia by Rev, A,
Wateon  ware My, John Slaughter and Miss May Smith who were
maryriad Septemker 10, 1902, Some  of  their children and
znichildren are members of Macedonia.

Macedeonis hosted a "Golden Anniversary Lunchann' an Octahar,
1983 far  all who have heen members for fifty vears. Mrs. Madrs
Edwards Kirby was the oldest member preszent and made the
following comments

"I icined Macedonia Methodist Chureh in 1904, The minigster
that year was T. C. O'Dell. I attended services here long before

Joining the church, I went with my father, Melvin Edwards,
holding my hand, as I was s=o young, A. B, Watson was our
preacher. BRack then services were held in the Masecnic two-story
ailding., It stood in  an oak grove located where the present
church now stands. The Masons met upstairs. Sunday school  and
preaching were held on the firet floor, Hitching posts were in

the oak grove church yard for the horses to be tied to during
services, And a watering trough was nearby. I remember Preacher
Wiatson had a horse named “John Wesley." .An interesting memory of
the furrnishings in the new church were individual wooden chairs
where the ceat would feold up  and each chair had a wire holder

underneath to hold a man's hat during the service. One Sunday
morning my daddy hitched up his favorite horse to the one-seated
Muzgy.  Nur neighbor was walting for a ride. When he gt in the
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Mggy he  sat on omy brand-new., skv-blue tarffeta eash Arnd T
i bt The church picnic, Oh what a glericus time. The

: £t chureh not only carried picnic haskets they =zlzo
TarTier trunks packed full of fond. The picnic was held
2% Hugging Landing on the Pee Des River. Set oup under the shade
£ *the irsez were large wonden tubs of delicious loce—cnild

Temonade. My hugband, Joe Kirby, was asked to meet the train and

greet the new pastecr. Ha watched all the pastors getting off the
train and no one ilooked like a Methodist preacher, So he walked
over to this young man who was the last off. He was dressed in
hunting clothes, was carrying a gun over his shoulder. and was
standing bheside a beautiful hunting dog. Surely not a preacher!
But, ves, it was Sam 0. Cantey, the new preacher. BRnd it was
indeed guail zsamon.  Rack then in the early days. preachers wers
not paid  a very bhig salary, but they were given nlenty of fried
chicksn! T was married in this beautiful church October 14, 1915
72 All of my life this church and its members hawve
1y me. Before my recent illness, I never miszed =
church., I have heard all 26 ministers preach,

thig church by sending Betty and TLeon Newten ta
ovpd sharing my church memeories with veu, Now
4 your own memoriess and may fod bless you all.

"Mice Madges" Edwards 1.11 bn3%4

October 23, 1988

The Rev. T. C. 0O'Dell made the following  oheservation
concaYnl ng Mullins. ’lp to 1875 the town had ne church noy q:lnda}r
School but three bharrooms. In 1905 it had three whits and faur

Dlack churches with Sunday School in each ang NO barrooms .,

Macedeonia in its early stages was  in soms deores  mors
fortunstese *than we, ir that it had three capzabie organisty — Mysz
Florence Smith North, Mrs. Frosty Cooper Edwards fmy mother), and
Mra . Tlorrie Owen Martin in whosge memory our first set of Deagan
chimes  was given by her hushand., Mr. L Vance Martin ard
childre;

While Dr. W. C. Kirkland was pastor Macedoniaz underwent a
very helpful and substantial remodeling. The exterior stands
today az it was remodeled in 1913,

The FRev. T. C. 0'Dell was pastor in 1903 when a parsonage

was  built and was used as such until 1927 when the present
rzonage was built at a cost of $8,000.00. The Rev. J. Harvey
Danner was pastor. The old parscnage was then used as a Sunday

Schoel huilding. The Sunday School in 1927 was manned by 54
nfficers and teachers the great majority of whom had taken
numerous courses in tralnlng schools. It was reported that no
school  in  the conference could boast of a stronger corps of
cfficers and teachers The enrollment was approximately /00,
For many vyears Macedonia Sunday School was the largest within
Marion District both as  to enrollment and average attendance,
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M. Herbert Huckes was superintendent. a pogition he Theld oo
2levern vesro,

-nd ministers %o the South Carclina Conferance met

12-16, 1930 for the 145th Annual S=asicon.

First Baptist, Episcopal and Presbytsrian

offered their thomes, 21l were sager to

ne to those attending.

A=z Conference hosts., the Rev. D. A, Phillips, pastor. and
the Rev., G E. Edwards. presiding elder of Mariorn District,
contributed the success of the Conference to  the cnoperaticn and
geterogity of all the follks of Mullins.

The present  educational building replaced the o1d rparsaonage
RS Credit zhould be given to  the Planning and PBuilding
Committess  whoe gave so wiltlingly and unszelfighly of their fime
meney, and effaort

Planning Committee: Carlisle Diwon, Mrz. Lois Negl
And%rsom, Mres., Pearsall P, Johnson and Mrs. Howard B. Smith.

Ruilding Committee: Peareall P. Johnson, Erneast L
Erderszon, Franklin B. Cooper, J. L. Dew, W. B. Schoolfiald, Mrs
R, ¥ Lirsgcomb and Mr=, Howard B. Smith.

In March, 1954, while the Rev. Julius E. Clark was naztor,
Macedonia members decided to remodel the interior of the
Sanctuary Church gervices were held in the Hut classroom of the
Fducational ﬂLﬂldﬂﬂg and not until August 15, 1954, did services
return tao the anctuary. It is not possible to dezcrihe the
~hange. but we havn one of the most heautiful churches in the
stzte, The organ was rebuilt and a new Moller console installed
2 few monpths later

The following committee was commended for the wonderful Job
they did: Franklin B. Cooper. Mrs. R. E. Lipscomb, Mr, W. D,
densrette, Carlisle Diwon. Ernest L. Anderson, Pearsall P

Jehnson, Pearsall L. Rogers, and Mrs. W. B. Schoolfield,

Many gifts wer given to Macedonia following the renavation.
These have been licted separately. All have added to the beauty
of Macednnia,

What a gift God zent us in October, 1976 when Pat Foil began
work as Macedonia's first Director of Creative Ministriesz.

79, Christ Chapel (the Episcopal Church) wa
d or $1.00. The building was moved from Sout
ree rogg from Mullins Hespital) to the church p
own as "the Jenerette House." A heat pump was 1rﬁs‘ral
b lanted, Chrigt Chapel! iz beautiful and is us
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amall church services and wedlings.,

The RIP'z (Retired Important FPersons) was organized in 1980
snd iz active, meeting once a month.

The Tape Ministry. under Mr. Joe TD. Rogers, began in 1920
and is going strong. Shut-ins really enjoy this church ministry.

Tn December. 1979, a new set of chimes were dedicated to the
Glory of God, in memory of Col. Charles T. Holland and in honor
Af Fyances= E. Rogers, organist, by Mrs. Ruth E. Andevrson.

van in 1980

Maredania purchased its firet

- Ty Care Center hagan in 1987 with 28 full-time children
wine meversl drop-in children

highly hencred in 1982 when o0y OWn Cary
Macedonia for his Ordination Qervices The
wrze held Sunday, ARugust 105 19872 with Pﬂcbﬁp

narking lot was paved in 1683 at a ceogt of

Tha hurch Directory with plctures was publighed in
with 166 families responding. (The Rev. sl
pastor,)

Tha Unitad Methodist Men sorganized in 1984, They are most
swe in our church  and in 1986 they hegan a Prayer Lins whish
: ts help those in need. Some faithful memberz man
1+ earch Saturday morning.

~oarh dring

The Meggs property acroess the street from Macedonia was
188 1 Anderson and was given to the church in
Frpnest L. Anderscen. At present. it

Tn 1985 the Dparsonage was renovated and new furniture
Q

purchaseduét_a cost of €25,000.00.

Ly, A-frame type rocf was put on the PAusational Puilding at
a cost of%24,000,00.

The Turheville property adjoining Christ Chapel was
purchased for $25.000.00.

A financial crusade for a much needed building program wWas

conducted in 1988, under the leadershin of the Rev. Leon Newton
with &414,000.00 being pledged for a three-year pﬂv1hd.

el



aunday, September 17, 1049Y was a spec
our church. The new United Methodist Hymnals (400  wer
Asdicatd ta the glory of God and in laving memory o~f Mrs. Bonnie
Hookz. They were given by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bethea.

jal day in the life of
} a

o B ) BT

Nn October 8, 1989, Macedonia Church Confersnce Jgave final
approval for the building program to proceed.

o DAL

1
all work together. pull together and pray together for greater
things in the future, forgetting self-praise and doing all that
we c~an to the honor and glory of God.

Macedsnia is a great church and can do great things

Frances E. Rogers
Oetebher 10,1089
Thawwh 16, [977

POSTSCRIPT:

Tn vevizing and updating the history. I wish to giva credit
¥ o Herhert Hucks, Jr.. curator for the Historical Sncisty of the
South Farmlina Conference of the United Methodist Church
drenivas, Wofford College, Spartanburg, S. C. for giving me  muach
~F tns material. The dates given are from the nfficial records.

Herhart was a member of Maradonia for many yvaalrs an r
I thank my dear friend for helping me 1k
nteresting task.
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